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SPONSOR: Rep. J. Johnson & Rep. Longhurst & Rep. Heffernan &
Rep. Lynn & Rep. Potter & Sen. McDowell & Sen. Henry
& Sen. Townsend
Reps. Baumbach, Brady, Kowalko, Paradee

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
149th GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HOUSE BILL NO. 307
AN ACT TO AMEND TITLE 10 AND 11 OF THE DELAWARE CODE RELATING TO JUVENILES.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE:
Section 1. Amend § 1009, Title 10 of the Delaware Code by making deletions as shown by strike through and
redesignating the remaining subsections accordingly:
§ 1009 Adjudication; disposition following adjudication; commitment to custody of Department of Services for

Children, Youth and Their Families; effect.
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Section 2. Amend § 1448, Title 11 of the Delaware Code by making deletions as shown by strike through and

redesignating the remaining subsection accordingly:

SYNOPSIS

United States Supreme Court case law and scientific research has changed how we think about juvenile
delinquency. We know now that an adolescent’s brain is not fully developed until his/her mid-twenties which makes
juveniles especially prone to making poor choices. In the landmark case of Miller v. Alabama, wherein the United States
Supreme Court prohibited mandatory life sentences without parole for juveniles, the Court wrote: “Children are
constitutionally different from adults for sentencing purposes.”

This proposed legislation would repeal and remove all minimum-mandatory sentencing schemes for juveniles
adjudicated delinquent in Family Court because children are different than adults. Family Court judges and commissioners
would still be able to impose a commitment to a DSCYF secure placement, but would now have the ability to exercise their
judicial discretion to fashion an appropriate sentence for an individual juvenile.
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