
CHAPTER 310 
FORMERLY 

HOUSE BILL NO. 237 
AS AMENDED BY 

HOUSE AMENDMENT NO. 1 
 
AN ACT TO AMEND TITLE 17 OF THE DELAWARE CODE RELATING TO HIGHWAYS, ROADS AND 
BRIDGES GENERALLY.   
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE: 

 Section 1.  Amend §525, Title 17 of the Delaware Code by making additions as shown by underlining and 

deletions as shown by strike through as follows: 

  § 525. Maintenance of clear zones within rights-of-way. 

   (a) The Department is authorized to maintain clear zones within the rights-of-way under its jurisdiction 

in the unincorporated areas of the State.  In maintaining these clear zones, the Department shall have the immediate 

authority to remove artificial obstructions placed therein, including, but not limited to, nonofficial signs, poles, 

mailboxes not placed in conformance with Departmental regulation, or other hazards to safe passage. In removing 

artificial obstructions, the Department shall attempt to determine the owner of the obstruction and provide written 

notice and an opportunity for the owner to recover the obstruction after its removal. The Department shall also have 

the immediate authority to remove or trim vegetation growing within these rights-of-way.  

   (b) As used in this chapter, the term "clear zone" has the following meanings: 

    (1) For all roads except those described in paragraph (2) of this subsection, the term includes the 

total roadside border area within a right-of-way, starting at the edge of the pavement and continuing for a distance of 

10 feet perpendicular to the pavement edge.  

    (2) For all interior streets within residential subdivisions, the term includes the total roadside 

border area within a right-of-way, starting at the edge of the pavement and continuing for the shorter distance of 

either:  

     a. Seven feet perpendicular to the pavement edge, or 

     b. If there is a sidewalk adjacent to the street, the sidewalk edge further from the street. 

    (3) The total area within the median strips between traveled ways or on any channelization islands 

or on any gore areas, except as permitted by § 1108(d) of this title. For purposes of this section, “gore area” means a 

longitudinal point where a physical barrier or the lack of a paved surface inhibits road users from crossing from a 

ramp or channelized turn lane or channelized entering lane to the adjacent through lane(s) or vice versa. 
 

Approved July 15, 2014 
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