CHAPTER 352
FORMERLY
HOUSE BILL NO. 336
AN ACT TO AMEND TITLE 10 OF THE DELAWARE CODE RELATING TO
PROTECTION FROM ABUSE PROCEEDINGS.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE:
Section 1. Amend §1045(b), Title 10 of the Delaware Code by striking the existing subsection in its
entirety and substituting a new subsection “(b)” in lieu thereof as follows:
“(b) Relief granted under this section shall be effective for a fixed period of time not to exceed 1 year,
except that relief granted under paragraphs (a)(1) and (a)(2) of this section may be entered for a fixed period of
time not to exceed 2 years, unless a longer period of time is ordered pursuant to subsection (c) or (f) of this
section.”.
Section 2. Amend §1045, Title 10 of the Delaware Code by adding a new subsection “(f)” thereto as
follows:
“(f) Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, upon a finding that aggravating
circumstances exist, the Court may grant no contact relief pursuant to paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (a)
for as long as reasonably necessary to prevent further acts of abuse or domestic violence, up to and including
the entry of a permanent order of the Court. An order entered pursuant to this subsection may only be modified
or amended upon motion of a party for good cause shown. For purposes of this subsection, aggravating
circumstances shall mean physical injury or serious physical injury to the petitioner caused by the respondent;
the use of a deadly weapon or dangerous instrument against the petitioner by the respondent; a history of
repeated violations of prior protective orders by the respondent; prior convictions for crimes against the
petitioner by the respondent; the exposure of any member of the petitioner’s family or household to physical
injury or serious physical injury by the respondent; or any other acts of abuse which the Court believes
constitute an immediate and ongoing danger to the petitioner or any member of the petitioner’s family or
household.”.

Approved July 12, 2010
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