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STATE BOARDS OF EDUCATION ANALYSIS 

 

Overview of Key Themes 

 The states of Minnesota, New Mexico, and Wisconsin do not have state boards of education 

 12 states, including D.C., have student representation on the Board 

 4 states allow the student member(s) to vote 

 9 states do not allow the student member(s) to vote 

*Vermont has one voting and one non-voting student member  

** Delaware does not have student representation 

 7 states, not including Delaware, impose term limits on Board Members 

 2 term limit: Colorado, Illinois, Maryland, Oregon, Rhode Island 

 1 term limit: Vermont, Wyoming 

 Number of Members on the Board 

 11 states have 9 individuals on the Board 

 9 states, including Delaware, have 7 individuals on the Board 

 9 states have 11 individuals on the Board 

 Length of terms 

 22 states have 4 year term lengths for Board members 

 7 states, including Delaware, have 6 year term lengths for Board members 

 30 states have term lengths less than that utilized in Delaware 

 12 states have term lengths longer than utilized in Delaware 

 Board establishment 

 24 states establish the Board in their Constitution 

 23 states, including Delaware, establish the Board through statute 

 New York board is established the Board through both Constitution and Statute 

 All state boards, including Delaware’s, have the ability to adopt standards other than the following: 

o 4 states give this authority to the Commissioner or other chief officer of state schools 

o New York give this authority to the Board in conjunction with the Commissioner or other chief officer of state schools 

o New Mexico gives this authority to the Department of Education
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