
 

Agricultural  
Easements
Delaware has permanent 
preservation easements 
on more than 1,000 farms, 
totaling nearly 134,000 
acres, or approximately 
25 percent of Delaware 
farmland.

Kent County
495 easements
69,536 acres

New Castle County
101 easements
14,394 acres

Sussex County
408 easements
50,003 acres

Upcoming Rounds
Farms eligible for Round 24 
easement selection, using 
FY20 funding, expected to 
be annouced in May:

Kent County
62 farms
5,220 acres

New Castle County
13 farms
810 acres

Sussex County
118 farms
12,660 acres

Total eligible
193 farms 
18,690 acres

Delaware’s farmland preservation program has two 
steps. Landowners first voluntarily enroll their farm into 
a 10-year Preservation District agreement. The  
following year, landowners can apply to sell their farm’s  
development rights, known as a preservation  
easement, keeping the farm preserved for perpetuity.

Total Easement 
Costs $235.0 Million

State Funds:   $160.5 M
Federal:      $  56.5 M
County:     $  14.5 M
Other:     $    3.5 M

Total Landowner Discount $333.0 Million

Farmland Preservation
Funding a Legacy

District Applications
New district applications for 
2019 include:

Kent County
11 farms
1,302 acres

New Castle County
4 farms
239 acres

Sussex County
35 farms
2,565 acres

Young Farmer Loan Program
The Young Farmer Loan Program offers a 30-year, no interest 
loan to help young farmers purchase farmland, one of the chief 
obstacles to starting out in the business. Farms are placed into a 
permanent preservation easement. To date, 36 young farmers 
have received $8.25 million in loans to purchase more than 
2,800 acres of land.

Total district applications: 50 farms on 4,106 acres



Fiscal Year 2021 Bond Briefing

Cover Crop Investment ($2,900.0)  

Funding is requested to continue the increased funding approved 
in the FY20 budget for the state’s cover crop program to improve 
water quality and soil health. These funds help to offset the costs 
for farmers to plant cover crops. These crops are not harvested and 
thus do not provide any income for the farmer. Research shows 
that cover crops are the best tool in Delaware – environmentally 
and economically – to reduce agricultural nutrient runoff and help 
improve water quality. Furthermore, cover crops help to mitigate 
climate change by sequestering carbon, improve soil health, 
improve resiliency of fields to pests, and reduce the amounts of 
fertilizers and pesticides required. This level of funding will help 
Delaware reach its nutrient reduction goals for the Chesapeake Bay 
as well as for the Inland Bays and Delaware River and Bay. Prior 
to FY20, Delaware farmers planted approximately 80,000 acres 
of cover crops and with the increased state funds (and potential 
matching federal funds), this total could at least double. Farmers 
have requested over $11 million in cover crop cost-share at the 
current rate, and while in a typical season cover crop is planted on 
one acre for every three requested, the demand for this assistance 
is almost certain to exceed supply. These additional state funds 
could also be used as match to U.S. EPA 319 grant funds, USDA 
NRCS Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) awards, 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) grants and other 
conservation grants for new alternative uses for manure, innovative 
renewable energy projects, infrastructure for drainage projects 
and irrigation to improve climate change resiliency, and even new 
sources of farmland preservation funds.

Replace Computer Network Switches 
($100.0) 
Funding is requested to replace the computer network switches 
in three DDA offices, specifically the main office, Blackbird 
State Forest and the Thoroughbred Racing Commission office 
at Delaware Park. DTI has identified that 2021 is the end-of-life 
for the current switches and it is important to replace these 
switches to ensure there is no interruption in service. These CISCO 
switches provide the foundational connectivity required for the 
Department’s computer and phone network to function. Once 
the switches reach their end-of-life they are no longer supported 
for hardware (physical) or software patch repairs, thus potentially 
exposing not only DDA but the State network to malicious attacks. 

Backhoe Replacement ($110.0)
Funding is requested to replace a 1995 backhoe at Redden State 
Forest. This machine is essential to help maintain Redden State 
Forest including the network of access roads, culverts, and ditches. 
The current backhoe has over 5,500 hours of use and has required 
mulitple engine and hydraulic system repairs in recent years. 

Delaware’s # 1 industry providing 
more than 20,000 jobs and $8 billion of 
economic activity, including $1.5 billion in 
direct sales from our 2,300 family farms. 
Delaware farmers produce a variety of 
agricultural products on 525,000 acres 
of farmland, including corn, soybeans, 
wheat, poultry, and vegetables.

The Delaware Department of Agriculture 
supports farmers and consumers alike, 
working to sustain and grow our industry, 
prmote fresh and seaonal products, 
and build consumer trust in Delaware. 
Our dedicated staff strives to effectively 
and efficiently protect and enhance the 
environment, health, and welfare of the 
general public.

Delaware Agriculture

Promoting Growth, 
Protecting Consumers

Departmental Sections:

Aglands Preservation & Planning
Agriculture Compliance
Communications & Marketing
Delaware Forest Service
Delaware Harness Racing Commision
Delaware Standardbred Breeders’ 
Fund
Food Products Inspection
Nutrient Management
Pesticides
Plant Industries
Poultry & Animal Health
Thoroughbred Racing Commission
Weights & Measures



The following sections within the 
Delaware Department of Agriculture 
will be positively impacted by the FY21 
Bond Bill funding request so that they 
are more efficient and can help better 
serve the needs of Delawareans:

Departmental 
Sections Impacted

Funding Request

Administration
Aglands Preservation & Planning
Agriculture Compliance
Delaware Forest Service
      Blackbird State Forest
      Redden State Forest
Nutrient Management
Plant Industries
Poultry & Animal Health
Thoroughbred Racing Commission

ICP Instrument, Centrifuge, and Milling 
Grader Replacement ($150.0)
Funding is requested to replace instruments in the Agriculture 
Compliance Laboratory that are nearing the end of their useful 
lives; specifically, the Inductively Coupled Plasma (ICP) instrument, 
two centrifuges (with one machine) and a grinding mill. The current 
ICP is 17 years old and has required multiple repairs over the 
past three years totaling $22,500. The ICP is used to analyze feed, 
pet food, fertilizer, soil conditioners, liming material, and manure 
samples for metals and minerals. This machine helps to ensure 
products distributed in Delaware are compliant with their labels 
- thus helping to protect consumers - and provides valuable data 
to farmers, agricultural consultants and the Nutrient Management 
Program. The centrifuge will replace two machines that have 
required repeated repairs. These machines are used for crude fat 
analysis on feed and pet foods as well as milkfat analysis for frozen 
desserts. The new machine would increase efficiency and is more 
versatile. The grinding mill prepares feed, pet food, fertilizer, soil 
conditioner, liming material and manure samples. Every laboratory 
sample is ground on the mill to achieve the appropriate particle 
size and obtain a proper representative sampel for analysis. The 
current grinding mill is 17 years old and has required multiple 
repairs in recent years. A new mill will reduce sample prep time and 
provide more accurate particle size reduction and homogenization 
of samples.

Skidsteer Replacement ($115.0)
Funding is requested to replace a 25+ year-old skidsteer loader at 
Redden State Forest. The new loader would be located at Blackbird 
State Forest and Blackbird’s 2005 skidsteer machine would be 
relocated to Redden State Forest. The new loader will have tracks, a 
forestry head and other forestry attachments and upgrades. Similar 
to the backhoe request, this machine is vital to the maintenance of 
State Forest roads, trails, and grounds. 

Renovations to Laboratory Sinks and 
Counters ($50.0)
Funding is requested to replace the counters and sinks in the 
Poultry and Animal Health Laboratory which were installed when 
the building was constructed in 1966 (53 years ago). The Poultry 
and Animal Health Lab is the only laboratory in Delaware that 
supports the health of non-poultry agricultural species; therefore, it 
is important that this laboratory has current/modern equipment. 



 

Project Summary Chart
The Delaware Department of Agriculture’s funding request includes specific projects 
that will help support agriculture, protect the environment, and serve consumers.

1. Aglands Preservation Program*

2. Cover Crop Investment

3. Replace Computer Network Switches
     (Administration)

4. ICP, Centrifuge, and Milling Grader
    (Agriculture Compliance Laboratory)

5. Backhoe (Delaware Forest Service)

6. Skidsteer (Delaware Forest Service)

7. Renovations to Laboratory Sinks & Counters
    (Poultry & Animal Health)

Total

FY 2020

$10,000,000

$  2,900,000

$        -

$        -

$        -

$        -

$        -
    

$12,900,000

FY 2021

Request

$10,000,000

$  2,900,000

$    100,000

$    150,000

$    110,000

$    115,000

$      50,000
    

$13,425,000

FY 2021

Recommended

$10,000,000

$  2,900,000

$        -

$        -

$        -

$        -

$        -
    

$12,900,000

FY 2022

Request

$10,000,000

$  2,900,000

$        -

$        -

$        -

$        -

$        -
    

$12,900,000

FY 2023

Request

$10,000,000

$  2,900,000

$        -

$        -

$        -

$        -

$        -
    

$12,900,000

* Alternative Project Funding is recommended from  
   the Realty Transfer Tax.
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