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Family Court Facilities

 To the Governor and the Budget Director, the
Judicial Branch is very grateful for the appropriation
to Family Court facilities in the FY 2021 Governor’s
Recommended Budget.

 And thank you to the General Assembly, particularly
those of you on the Capital Improvement
Committee, for your support of new Family Court
facilities.
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Family Court Facilities

The Need for New Family Court Facilities

 The existing Family Court buildings in Georgetown and Dover have outlived
their usefulness. While they met the standards for courthouse construction
and the Court’s operational needs when they were built 30 years ago, this is no
longer the case.

 Security concerns are a key driver, and a U.S. Marshal’s report confirms the
need to address critical security issues as soon as possible, including the need
to provide safe, secure, and separate victims’ waiting rooms and the need to
safely separate inmates from the public, judges and court staff.
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Family Court Facilities
Study of the Public Private Partnership Concept

 The Judicial Branch appreciated the inclusion of the FY 2020 epilogue language to create the Court
Modernization Review Committee.

 The Court Modernization Review Committee evaluated public-private partnership (“P3”) and
traditional financing options as they relate to the construction of a new Family Court courthouse
in Kent County, a new Family Court courthouse in Sussex County, and the renovation and
expansion of the Leonard L. Williams Justice Center in New Castle County.

 The Committee found that P3 benefits included accelerated delivery, more opportunities for life
cycle cost savings and risk transfer, and completion date certainty.

 The Committee discussed approaches to taking on the required amount of debt in a responsible
manner, which were outlined in the report.
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Family Court Facilities

Study of the Public Private Partnership Concept

 The Court Modernization Review Committee met 5 times between August 2019 and
December 2019, and approved the final findings report on December 12, 2019.

 The final report, meeting minutes, and meeting presentations can be found at
https://legis.delaware.gov/TaskForces.

 Although the Governor has elected to pursue the Kent and Sussex Family Court projects
with a traditional approach to financing, everyone learned a great deal from studying this
topic, and the Committee agreed that the P3 approach has a number of benefits including
expedited delivery.

 The Judicial Branch respects and appreciates the Governor’s decision to construct the
Family Court facilities with traditional financing with the understanding they must be built
as quickly as possible.
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Family Court Facilities

Cost Projections

Final cost projections will be available following the Design phase.  

Current cost projections are as follows:

Sussex County Family Court
Construction $74.6 million
Other Costs $15.0 million
Total Projected $89.6 million

Kent County Family Court
Construction $74.4 million
Other Costs $14.9 million
Total Projected $89.3 million

Other Costs include items such as:   Design fees, geotechnical and environmental costs, legal fees, real estate acquisition and fees,  
owner’s contingency, and construction testing. 6



Family Court Facilities

Funding History

Appropriated and authorized resources to date are being used for property acquisition 
and design for both courthouses.  The Judicial Branch hopes to complete the design 
phase and begin construction during FY 2021.

FY 2016: $500,000 appropriated

HB 245: $5,000,000 authorized from existing Family Court  ASF funding

FY 2017: $500,000  appropriated

FY 2018: $3,500,000 authorized from existing Family Court  ASF funding

FY 2019: $6,850,000 appropriated

FY 2020:  $6,850,000 appropriated 

FY 2021 GRB:    $17,500,000 recommended
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Family Court Facilities

Expenditures To Date

 The Judicial Branch has spent $6 million so far, primarily on real estate 
acquisition in Georgetown and Dover. 

 Of the previously appropriated and authorized funds, our  balance is $17,183,000*.

∗ Of the balance, approximately $14.2 million is from previous Bond Bill appropriations and $2.9 million is from the 
remaining spending authority granted through the Bond Bill and legislative process.
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Family Court Facilities

FY 2021 Request

 The Judicial Branch was included in the FY 21
Governor’s Recommended Capital Budget for $17.5
million.

 The Judicial Branch requests an additional $30.0
million to begin the construction of the facilities at
an expedited pace.
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Family Court Facilities

Current Action Items 

 Establish an approved remediation and development plan for the Capitol 
Cleaner site in Dover.

 Complete the parking plan for each site.
 Perform boundary and topography surveys and geotechnical investigation for each site.
 Assemble and record the properties for each site.
 Determine the utility capacity and locations around the sites.
 Zoning and planning reviews.
 Develop schematic and floor plans for the courthouses.
 Prepare development schedule for each site.
 Identify the approval process and schedule for each site.
 Begin the historic district process in Dover and Georgetown.
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Family Court Facilities

Status of Sussex County Property Acquisition

Sites required for the Sussex County courthouse construction have been purchased.  
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Family Court Facilities
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Conceptual Rendering
Market & Race Street, Georgetown



Family Court Facilities
Status of Kent County Property Acquisition

Most of the sites required for the Kent County courthouse construction have been purchased.  
Environmental issues have been addressed, allowing the remaining properties to be imminently 
acquired.
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Family Court Facilities
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Conceptual Rendering
Governor’s Avenue & Water Street, Dover



Family Court Facilities

Other Updates

 Regular update meetings ensures continuous communication
between Family Court, AOC, Tevebaugh Architecture, Facilities
Maintenanceand DirectorMike Jackson.

 Contract fordesign to be signed soon.

 On-going discussions with local government to address parking
needs.
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Family Court Facilities

Family Court Facilities Provide Community Benefits

 Both Family Court locations are in downtown development districts.

 Both revitalize properties that will enhance the downtown community.

 Both are on central bus routes and will reduce sprawl.

 Both will be designed to be architecturally consistent with the historic
central districts of both cities.
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Future Need:  Expansion of the Leonard L. Williams 
Justice Center

 The Leonard L. Williams Justice Center is running out of
space. The expansion of the Leonard L. Williams Justice
Center remains an important capital need for the Judicial
Branch and the citizens of Delaware.

 The historic Custom House, circa 1855, will link to the
Justice Center, having one security entrance to maximize
efficiency and cut costs.

 This will create a much-needed pavilion to protect citizens
waiting to enter the courthouse from rain and snow.
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Leonard L. Williams Justice Center
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