
Delaware Geological Survey
FY 2026 Operational Budget Hearing

Joint Finance Committee 
February 18, 2025

Outline:

I.       Introduction 
II.     DGS Mission 
III.   DGS Budget Summary 
IV.    Annual Report of Programs and Activities 2021-2022 
V.      DGS Staffing and Performance Measures





Delaware Geological Survey’s Mission:

Our focus is value-added science for public needs

Program built on 4 primary areas: 

(1) water resources

(2) geology & mapping

(3) natural hazards

(4) information and data dissemination



Governor’s Recommended Budget for DGS

• $2,445.5K appropriated in Fiscal Year 2025 (includes $185.9K pass through to UD Water 
Resources Agency)

• $41.9K Personal Contingency in 2025
• FY2026 request includes $40.0K enhancement for Stream Gaging Program and $24.5 

OMB add-on (scientific equipment – portable XRF instrument)
• Total 2026 Budget = $2,551.9K



DGS Appropriation History



$40.0K Inflation/Volume adjustment:
• Need to cover state’s share to operate the state’s stream and tide gages
• Gages are operated through a federal/state cooperative program (USGS/DGS)
• Used for flood warnings, evaluating drought conditions, water management, etc. 
• In 2018 state funding to DGS for this program reduced from $93.2K to $73.5K
• Over past 4 years, DGS has been operating with ~ $10.0K shortfall per year
• Partnering agencies have contributed more to make up shortfall
• Expected shortfall for 2025 will be $30.0K



Please refer to 
DGS Annual Report 
of Programs & Activities
for details on the following slides

https://www.dgs.udel.edu/sites/default/files/publications/DGS-AnnualReport_2024_hirz-no-crops_FINAL.pdf















DGS staff produced:
• 2 new geologic maps
• 1 open file report
• 5 external publications
• 10 professional presentations



DGS staff served on 41
boards, task forces, and
committees. 



Currently 17 full-time staff:

• Recent hire: Coastal Geologist (June 1 
start date)

• One position being created: Scientific 
Applications Consultant II 

• Typically, DGS hires several student 
workers throughout the year

DGS Staffing and Performance Measures







QUESTIONS?
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