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Our shared priorities
FY2021 Operating Appropriation
Ensuring access to an affordable and excellent 
education for Delawareans

 Governor’s Recommendation — +$2.5M

Enabling operational excellence

 Governor’s Recommendation — +$2.2M



Growth among Delaware students
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Celebrating Delaware’s students

Yasmin Mann, Middletown
2019 Goldwater Scholar

Natalie Walton, Newark
2019 Truman Scholar



Celebrating Delaware’s students

Marissa McClenton, Smyrna
Environmental justice

Arif Peracha, Newark
Strength & health of Achilles 

tendons

Nkeiruka “Nikky” Ashiedu, 
Wilmington

Pollution & asthma



Expanding access to more students

Admissions tour, Blue & Golden Saturday

Building the Class of 2024

3,650 — Applications from 
Delawareans

 3,500 to Newark

 150 to Associate in Arts

31% come from underrepresented 
minority groups

A Delawarean with a UD bachelor’s 
degree earns $43,300 more annually, 

resulting in $1 million more over a 
lifetime.



Keeping UD accessible & affordable
2019-20 tuition & fees
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Keeping UD accessible & affordable
2019-20 tuition & fees

Non-Resident
$35,710

Resident
$14,280

-$7,227 Avg. fin. aid

$7,053 Resident 
average after fin. aid
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Early College Credit Program
 Open to qualified junior and senior high school 

students throughout the state 

 Able to take up to five UD courses — a full 
semester of college credits

 Free to the students

 Courses streamed live from our Newark campus 
into the high school

 Students can interact with the professor and with 
UD undergraduates

 Only program in the nation that is provided both 
statewide and at no cost to students. 



FY2021 Operating Appropriation:
 Request to OMB — +$3.3M to keep pace with 

growing enrollment of Delawareans
 Governor’s Recommendation — +$2.5M

The promise of the First State



Supporting Pell Grant recipients
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Ensuring operational excellence
Higher Education Price Index
 Tracks primary cost drivers for higher education —

Personnel, supplies, materials, utilities, etc.
 More accurate reflection of true costs, rather than CPI
 2.8% in 2019-20

FY2021 Operating Appropriation:
 Request to OMB — +$2.7M to cover growth in 

operating costs
 Governor’s Recommendation — +$2.2M



Strengthening K-12 education

ArtFest
Organized by UD’s Center for Disabilities Studies

 350+ partnerships with schools and 
nonprofits in Delaware

 Partnership with state Department of 
Education to create special-education 
director certification program

 “Bookworms” — A K-5 curriculum that has 
helped improve reading, writing and math 
scores in Seaford and Laurel districts



Preparing tomorrow’s teachers

Rebecca Vitelli, Delaware Teacher of the Year
Pre-kindergarten, Colonial Early Education Program



Engaging with the community

Veterans & College 
Athletes Together

Play Streets program in 
Wilmington

Delaware Sea Grant 
support for shellfish 
aquaculture industry

Prison Research & 
Innovation Initiative



Building an entrepreneurial culture

UD’s Horn Entrepreneurship program is one of the best in the 
nation, ranking 38th out of 500+ universities nationwide.

— The Princeton Review and Entrepreneur magazine

UD’s new MakerGym






Innovation in the FinTech industry
What is FinTech?
 Innovative combination of financial services and technology
 Emerging sector in Delaware and worldwide

 Global investment up nearly 500% in past five years, to $111.8B in 2018

Partnership with Delaware Technology Park and Discover Bank
 Six-story, 100,000 sq. ft., $38M facility
 Space for OEIP, SBDC, startups, labs, research centers

Benefits for Delaware
 Trained workforce for FinTech sector
 New companies and intellectual property
 ~110 jobs at site, plus potential to attract more 

companies to state

“We’re working hard in Delaware to support those entrepreneurs and 
innovators who will keep our state competitive in the 21st century 
economy and drive new job creation. This partnership at the STAR 
Campus will help create a pipeline of skilled local talent, support our 
entrepreneurs, build on our strength in financial technology, and 
strengthen our economy over the long term.”

— Gov. John Carney
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