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SPONSOR: Rep. Dorsey Walker & Sen. Gay
Reps. Griffith, K. Johnson, Spiegelman, Yearick; Sens.
Hansen, S. McBride, Pettyjohn, Richardson

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
151st GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HOUSE BILL NO. 381

AN ACT TO AMEND TITLE 13 OF THE DELAWARE CODE RELATING TO THE FAMILY LAW COMMISSION.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE:

Section 1. Amend Chapter 20, Title 13 of the Delaware Code by making deletions as shown by strike through and

insertions as shown by underline as follows:

Chapter 20. Family Law Commissi

on. [Repealed.

Section 2. Amend § 2001, Title 13 of the Delaware Code by making deletions as shown by strike through and

insertions as shown by underline as follows:

§ 2001. Creation. [Repealed.]

Section 2. Amend § 2002, Title 13 of the Delaware Code by making deletions as shown by strike through and

insertions as shown by underline as follows:

§ 2002. Composition. [Repealed.

Section 4. Amend § 2003, Title 13 of the Delaware Code by making deletions as shown by strike through and

insertions as shown by underline as follows:

§ 2003. Appointment; terms of offi
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ce. [Repealed.
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Section 5. Amend § 2004, Title 13 of the Delaware Code by making deletions as shown by strike through and

insertions as shown by underline as follows:

§ 2004. Purpose; powers; duties. [Repealed.
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SYNOPSIS

Delaware’s modern-day, statewide Family Court was established in 1971, unifying what had been multiple family
law-related court systems throughout the state. In 1984, the Family Law Commission (“FLC”) was created to study and
evaluate Delaware’s domestic relations, or family, laws and the Family Court’s rules and procedures; review legislation
relating to family law and the Family Court; disseminate family law-related information to Delawareans; and engage in
other related activities that it deemed appropriate.

From its inception, FLC’s mandate and authority has been focused, limited to conducting public hearings, inviting
written comments from the public, reviewing and commenting on family law-related legislation, and publishing
information for the public.

For many years, FLC served an important role in the progress and improvement of Family Court. Thirty-eight
years after its creation, however, FLC is no longer serving a public need. Family Court celebrated its 50th anniversary in
2021; countless changes and improvements have been made to Family Court’s rules and procedures, as well as Delaware’s
domestic relations laws. FLC, however, remains tasked with the same, limited duties as it first was tasked in 1984. This Act
fulfills the Joint Legislative Oversight and Sunset Committee’s conclusion after a thorough review that FLC should be
terminated.

FLC’s role in the progress of the modern-day Family Court cannot be diminished, and it is a testament to its
previous success that it is no longer needed to ensure a working Family Court in the State of Delaware.
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