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SPONSOR: Rep. Heffernan & Rep. Dorsey Walker & Rep. Bush &
Sen. Sturgeon
Reps. Gray, Hilovsky, Matthews, S. Moore, Morrison,
Parker Selby, K. Williams, Harris; Sens. Lawson, Hansen,
Sokola

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
152nd GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HOUSE BILL NO. 382
AN ACT TO AMEND TITLE 14 OF THE DELAWARE CODE RELATING TO VISION SCREENING.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE:
Section 1. Amend Chapter 41, Title 14 of the Delaware Code by making deletions as shown by strike through and
insertions as shown by underline as follows:

§ 4149. Vision screening.

(a) For purposes of this section, “vision screening” means a screening performed by the school nurse or other

qualified healthcare professional in accordance with the Delaware School Nurse Manual. “Vision screening” includes a test

for color blindness.

(b) Each school district and charter school must provide a vision screening to each student enrolled in

kindergarten. Students in subsequent grade levels shall receive vision screenings at appropriate intervals to be determined

by the Department. All new students to a district or charter school must receive a vision screening in a non-testing year if

there is no record of a vision screening in the student’s electronic health record.

(c) The school shall record the results of the vision screening within the student’s electronic health record.

d) If a student fails a vision screening, the school must notify the student’s parent, guardian, or relative caregiver.
Section 2. This Act takes effect on September 1, 2024.

SYNOPSIS

This Act requires that public school students receive a vision screening, including a test for color blindness, in
kindergarten. Students must also receive vision screenings at appropriate intervals in grades 1 through 12, to be determined
by the DOE.
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