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SPONSOR:  Sen. Bushweller & Rep. Carson & Rep. Potter
Sens. Ennis, Hocker, Lopez; Reps. Bolden, Heffernan, 
J. Johnson, Paradee, Wilson

DELAWARE STATE SENATE
149th GENERAL ASSEMBLY

SENATE BILL NO. 55

AN ACT TO AMEND TITLE 24 OF THE DELAWARE CODE RELATING TO PRIVATE INVESTIGATIVE, 
PRIVATE SECURITY AND ARMORED CAR AGENCIES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE (Two-thirds of all members 
elected to each house thereof concurring therein):

1 Section 1.  Amend § 1302, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

2 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

3 accordingly:

4 § 1302 Definitions. 

5 As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different definition:

6 (1) "Armored car company" or "agency" means any person that provides secured transportation and protection from 

7 1 place or point to another place or point of money, currency, coins, bullion, securities, bonds, jewelry or other 

8 valuables.

9 (2) "Board" means the Delaware Board of Examiners of Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies.

10 (3) "Branch office license" means a permit granted by the Board entitling a person to operate as a security services 

11 contractor or investigations company at a location other than the principal place of business as shown in the Board 

12 records.

13 (4) "Commissioned security officer" means any security officer to whom a security officer commission has been 

14 issued by the Board.

15 (5) "Computer forensic specialist", means persons who interpret, evaluate, test, or analyze pre-existing data from 

16 computers, computer systems, networks, or other electronic media, provided to them by another person where that 

17 person owns, controls, or possesses said computer, computer systems, networks, or electronic media.

18 (6) "Deadly weapon" has the meaning given in the definition of "deadly weapon" in § 222 of Title 11.

19 (7) "Director" means the officer in charge of the Professional Licensing Section of the Division of the Delaware 

20 State Police.
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21 (8) "Event security staff" means any individual employed by a security-services contractor to primarily perform 

22 crowd management, patron screening and event security at sports or entertainment venues with a minimum 

23 spectator capacity of 5,000 people.

24 (9) "Firearm" has the meaning given in § 222 of Title 11.

25 (10) "Guard company" or "agency" means any person engaging in the business of or undertaking to provide a 

26 private watchperson, guard or street patrol service on a contractual basis for another person and performing any one 

27 or more of the following or similar functions:

28 a. Prevention of intrusion, entry, larceny, vandalism, abuse, fire, or trespass on private property;

29 b. Prevention, observation or detection of any unauthorized activity on private property;

30 c. Control, regulation or direction of the flow or movements of the public, whether by vehicle or otherwise, 

31 only to extent and for the time directly and specifically required to assure the protection of property; or

32 d. Protection of individual from bodily harm.

33 "Guard company" or "agency" shall also include any person that employs and supervises event security staff.

34 (11) "Investigator" or "agency" means any person who engages in the business or accepts employment to obtain or 

35 furnish information with reference to:

36 a. Crime or wrongs done or threatened against the United States of America or any state or territory of the 

37 United States of America;

38 b. The identity, habits, conduct, business, occupation, honesty, integrity, credibility, knowledge, 

39 trustworthiness, efficiency, loyalty, activity, movement, whereabouts, affiliations, associations, transactions, 

40 acts, reputation or character of any person;

41 c. The location, disposition or recovery of lost or stolen property;

42 d. The cause or responsibility for fires, libels, losses, accidents, damages or injuries to persons or to property;

43 e. The securing of evidence to be used before any court, board, officer, or investigating committee; or

44 f. "Investigator" or "agency" shall not include any person employed as a computer forensic specialist.

45 (12) "License" means a permit granted by the Board entitling a person to operate as a security services contractor or 

46 investigations company.

47 (13) "Licensee" means any person to whom a license is granted under this chapter.

48 (14) "Manager" means in the case of a corporation, an officer or supervisor, or in the case of a partnership, a 

49 general or unlimited partner meeting the experience qualifications set forth in this chapter for managing a security 

50 services contractor or an investigations company.
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51 (15) "Person" includes individual, firm, association, company, partnership, corporation, nonprofit organization, 

52 institution, or similar entity.

53 (16) "Private investigator" means any person who performs 1 or more services as described under the definition of 

54 investigator.

55 (17) "Registration" means a permit granted by the Board to an individual to perform the duties as described in this 

56 chapter.

57 (18) "Security department of a private business" means the security department of any person, if the security 

58 department has as its general purpose the protection and security of its own property and grounds, and if it does not 

59 offer or provide security services to any other person.

60 (19) "Security officer" means any individual employed by a security services contractor or the security department 

61 of a private business to perform the duties of a security guard, security watchperson, security patrol, armored car 

62 guard or courier guard.

63 (20) "Security officer commission" means an authorization granted by the Board to an individual employed as a 

64 security officer to carry a firearm.

65 (21) "Security services contractor" means any guard company, armored car company or courier company as defined 

66 herein.

67 (a) “Armed” shall mean any private security guard or armored car guard who carries or has immediate access to a 

68 firearm in the performance of their duties.

69 (b) "Armored car agency" shall mean any person that provides armed secured transportation and protection from one 

70 place or point to another place or point of money, currency, coins, bullion, securities, bonds, jewelry, negotiables or 

71 other valuables in a specially-equipped motor vehicle.

72 (c) “Armored car guard” shall mean an individual employed by an armored car agency to perform duties as described 

73 under the definition of armored car agency.

74 (d) "Board" shall mean the Delaware Board of Examiners of Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies.

75 (e) "Commissioned security guard" shall mean an individual employed to (i) safeguard and protect persons or property 

76 or (ii) deter theft, loss or concealment of any tangible or intangible personal property on the premises he/she  is 

77 contracted to protect, and (iii) who carries or has access to a firearm in the performance of his/her duties as provided 

78 under authority of the Board.
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79 (f) “Compliance Agent” shall mean any individual employed by a private security agency, private investigative agency, 

80 or armored car agency within the State of Delaware who serves within a management capacity within the State, and 

81 who ensures compliance of the business with the requirements of this chapter.

82 (g) “Computer forensic specialist” shall mean an individual who interprets, evaluates, tests, or analyzes pre-existing 

83 data from computers, computer systems, networks, or other electronic media, provided to them by another where that 

84 person owns, controls, or possesses said computer, computer systems, networks or electronic media through the use of 

85 highly specialized expertise in recovery, authentication and analysis of electronic data or computer usage. A computer 

86 forensic specialist shall not be classified or within the definition of a private investigator.

87 (h) “Department” shall mean the Department of Safety and Homeland Security.

88 (i) “Director" shall mean the officer in charge of the Professional Licensing Section of the Division of the Delaware 

89 State Police.

90 (j) “Division” shall mean the Division of the Delaware State Police.

91 (k) "Event security staff" shall mean any individual employed by a private security agency to primarily perform crowd 

92 management, patron screening and event security at sports or entertainment venues with a minimum spectator capacity 

93 of 5,000 people.

94 (l) "Firearm" shall hold the meaning as defined in § 222 of Title 11.

95 (m) "License" shall mean a method of regulation whereby businesses, sole proprietors, partnerships for a private 

96 security agency, private investigative agency, or armored car agency are required to be licensed by the Board.

97 (n) "Manager" shall mean in the case of a corporation, an officer or supervisor, or in the case of a partnership, a general 

98 or unlimited partner meeting the experience qualifications set forth in this chapter for a private security agency, private 

99 investigative agency or armored car agency.

100 (o) “Officer” shall mean the president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, comptroller, partner, owner or any other 

101 corporate title.

102 (p) "Person" shall mean an individual (sole proprietorship), firm, association, company, partnership, corporation, 

103 nonprofit organization, institution, or similar entity.

104 (q) “Private Investigative Agency" means any person who engages in the business or accepts employment to obtain or 

105 furnish information or to conduct investigations with reference to:

106 (1) Crime or  civil wrongs;
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107 (2) The identity, habits, conduct, business, occupation, honesty, integrity, credibility, knowledge, trustworthiness, 

108 efficiency, loyalty, activity, movement, whereabouts, affiliations, associations, transactions, acts, reputation or 

109 character of any person;

110 (3) The location, disposition or recovery of lost or stolen property;

111 (4) The cause or responsibility for fires, libels, losses, accidents, damages or injuries to persons or to property;

112 (5) The securing of evidence to be used before any court, board, officer, or investigating committee.

113 (r) “Private Investigator” shall mean an individual employed by a private investigative agency (even as a sole 

114 proprietor) to perform one or more duties as described under the definition of private investigative agency.

115 (s) “Private Security Agency" shall mean any person engaging in the business of or undertaking to provide a private 

116 watchperson, guard or street patrol service on a contractual basis for another person and performing any one or more of 

117 the following or similar functions:

118 (1) Prevention of intrusion, entry, larceny, vandalism, abuse, fire, or trespass on private property; 

119 (2) Prevention, observation or detection of any unauthorized activity on private property;

120 (3) Control, regulation or direction of the flow or movements of the public, whether by vehicle or otherwise, only 

121 to extent and for the time directly and specifically required to assure the protection of property; or

122 (4) Supervises event security staff.

123 (t) “Private Security Guard” shall mean an individual employed by a private security agency to perform one or more 

124 duties as described under the definition of a private security agency.

125 (u) ”Proprietary Security” shall mean the in-house security department of any person, if the security department has as 

126 its general purpose the protection and security of its own property and grounds, and if it does not offer or provide 

127 security services to any other person.

128 (v) "Registration" shall mean a method of regulation whereby an individual employed by a private security agency, 

129 private investigative agency, or armored car agency as a security guard, private investigator or armored car guard is 

130 licensed and issued an identification card by the Professional Licensing Section.

131 (w) ”Section” shall mean the Professional Licensing Section of the Delaware State Police.

132 (x) “Secretary” shall mean the Secretary of the Department of Safety and Homeland Security.

133 (y) “Superintendent” shall mean the Superintendent of the Division of the Delaware State Police or the appointed 

134 designee.

135
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136 Section 2.  Amend § 1303, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

137 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

138 accordingly:

139 § 1303 Engaging in business as private detective without license; penalty.

140 (a) Any individual or business who fails to obtain the license required by § 1329 of this title shall be subject to the 

141 penalties set forth in subsection (b) of this section below.

142 (b) Whoever violates this section shall be fined not more than $500 or imprisoned not more than 1 year or both.

143 § 1303 Board of Examiners of Private Investigative, Private Security and Armored Car Agencies; composition, 

144 qualifications, terms, vacancies; suspension or removal; compensation.

145 (a) The Delaware Board of Examiners of Private Investigative, Private Security and Armored Car Agencies shall 

146 administer and enforce this chapter.

147 (b)  The Board is composed of the following members:

148 (1) The Superintendent;

149 (2) The Attorney General;

150 (3) Three members of the public who are residents of the State of Delaware;

151 (4) Two members who are (i) licensed under this chapter; (ii) engaged for a period of three consecutive years as 

152 the owner or operator of a private investigative agency;

153 (5) Two members who are (i) licensed under this chapter; (ii) engaged for a period of three consecutive years as 

154 the owner or operator of a private security agency; or the owner or operator of an armored car agency.

155 (c) No person shall be eligible for appointment as a public member if the person or their spouse:

156 (1) Holds a license issued by a professional regulatory agency in the field of private security;

157 (2) Serves as an employee or within a management role at a business entity or other organization related to the 

158 field of private security, private investigative, or armored car agency;

159 (3) Holds a financial interest in a business entity or other organization related to the field of private security, 

160 private investigative, or armored car agency.

161 (d) No member of the Board may be an officer, employee or paid consultant of a trade association in the private 

162 security, private investigative or armored car industry. For the purpose of this section, “trade association” shall mean a 

163 nonprofit, cooperative, voluntarily joined association of business or professional competitors that is designed to assist 

164 its members and its industry or profession in dealing with mutual or professional problems in promoting their common 

165 interests.
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166 (e) The Governor may suspend or remove a public member of the Board for failure to hold or maintain qualifications 

167 for appointment; failure to attend at least half of the regularly scheduled meetings held within a calendar year; and any 

168 misfeasance, nonfeasance, malfeasance, misconduct, incompetency or neglect of duty.

169 (f) The provisions of the State Employees’, Officers’ and Officials’ Code of Conduct set forth in Chapter 58 of Title 29 

170 apply to the members of the Board.

171 (g) Members serving by virtue of position may appoint a designee to serve in their stead and at their pleasure. All other 

172 members shall be appointed by the Governor for terms up to three years in order to continue a staggered basis so that no 

173 more than three members’ terms shall expire in a year.

174 (h) Members not serving by virtue of position shall receive compensation at the rate of $50 per meeting attended; 

175 provided, however, no member shall receive compensation for the year in excess of $1500.

176 Section 3.  Amend § 1304, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

177 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

178 accordingly:

179 § 1304 Board of examiners of private investigators and private security agencies.

180 (a) Creation of Board. — The Delaware Board of Examiners of Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies is 

181 created for the protection of the general public and to carry out the functions and duties conferred on it by this chapter.

182 The Director of the Delaware Board of Examiners of Private Investigators and Security Agencies shall serve as Chief 

183 Administrator of the Board. The Director shall be a uniformed member of the Division of State Police designated by the 

184 Secretary of Public Safety.

185 All legal process and all documents required by law to be served or filed with the Board shall be served or filed with the 

186 Director at the designated office herein also referred to as the Professional Licensing Section, Division of State Police. 

187 All official records of the Board or affidavits by the Director as to the content of such records shall be prima facie 

188 evidence of all matters required to be kept by the Board.

189 The Delaware Board of Examiners of Private Investigators and Security Agencies will adhere to the Administrative 

190 Procedures Act [Chapter 101 of Title 29].

191 All fines collected under this chapter shall be deposited to the credit of the General Fund.

192 (b) Rules of Procedure. — The Board shall have the following powers and duties:

193 (1) To determine the qualifications of security guards, private investigators, armored car employees and businesses 

194 licensed under this chapter;
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195 (2) To investigate alleged violations of the provision of this chapter and of any rules and regulations adopted by the 

196 Board;

197 (3) To promulgate all rules and regulations necessary in carrying out the provisions of this chapter; and

198 (4) To establish and enforce standards governing the safety and conduct of persons licensed and registered under 

199 this chapter.

200 § 1304 Organization; meetings; officers; quorum; Executive Secretary.

201 (a) The Chair of the Board shall be the Superintendent.

202 (b) The Board shall hold regularly scheduled meetings at least four times in a calendar year, at other times the 

203 Chair considers necessary, or at the request of a majority of the Board.

204 (c) The Director shall designate an Executive Secretary who will be responsible for the performance of the regular 

205 administrative functions of the Board and other duties the Board may direct.

206 (d) A majority of the members of the Board constitutes a quorum for the purpose of transacting business; however, 

207 no disciplinary action may be taken without the affirmative vote of at least five members.

208 (e) The Board shall prepare information of interest to consumers or recipients of services regulated, under this 

209 chapter, describing the Board’s procedures by which complaints are filed with and resolved by the Board. The 

210 Board shall make the information available to the general public and appropriate state agencies.

211 Section 4.  Amend § 1305, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

212 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

213 accordingly:

214 § 1305 Board membership; eligibility.

215 (a) The Board is composed of the following members:

216 (1) The Superintendent of the Division of State Police or a designated representative;

217 (2) The Attorney General or a designated representative;

218 (3) Three public members shall be appointed by the Governor, who are residents of the State of Delaware;

219 (4) Two members shall be appointed by the Governor, who are licensed under this chapter, who have been engaged 

220 for a period of 5 consecutive years as a private investigator and who are not employed by the same person as any 

221 other member of the Board;

222 (5) Two members shall be appointed by the Governor, who are licensed under this chapter, who have been engaged 

223 for a period of 5 consecutive years as a security services contractor, and who are not employed by the same person 

224 as any other member of the Board, who:
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225 a. Is licensed under this chapter as an owner or operator of a guard company;

226 b. Has operated for at least 5 consecutive years as a guard company; and

227 c. Is not employed by a person who employs any other member of the Board.

228 (b) A person is not eligible for appointment as a public member if the person or the person's spouse:

229 (1) Is licensed by an occupational regulatory agency in the field of private security;

230 (2) Is employed by or participates in the management of a business entity or other organization related to the field 

231 of private security; or

232 (3) Has, other than as a consumer, a financial interest in a business entity or other organization related to the field 

233 of private security.

234 (c) A member of the Board may not be an officer, employee or paid consultant of a trade association in the private 

235 security industry.

236 For the purpose of this section, "trade association" means a nonprofit, cooperative, voluntarily joined association of 

237 business or professional competitors that is designed to assist its members and its industry or profession in dealing with 

238 mutual or professional problems and in promoting their common interests.

239 (d) It is grounds for removal from the Board if a member:

240 (1) Does not have, at the time of appointment, the qualifications required by paragraph (a)(5)a. or b., of this section 

241 for appointment to the Board;

242 (2) Does not maintain, during the service on the Board, the qualifications required by paragraph (a)(5)a. or b., of 

243 this section, for appointment to the Board;

244 (3) Violates a prohibition established in subsection (b) of this section;

245 (4) Does not attend at least 1/2 of the regularly scheduled meetings, held by the Board, in a calendar year, 

246 excluding meetings held when the person was not a member of the Board; or

247 (5) Is unable to discharge the members' duties for a substantial part of the term of which the member was appointed 

248 because of illness or disability.

249 The validity of an action of the Board is not affected by the fact that it was taken when a ground for removal of a 

250 member of the Board existed.

251 If the Director has knowledge that a potential ground for removal exists, the Director shall notify the Chairperson of the 

252 Board of the ground. The Chairperson of the Board shall then notify the Governor that a potential grounds for removal 

253 exists.
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254 (e) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, all Board members serving as of June 27, 1994, shall continue to 

255 serve the balance of their term.

256 § 1305 Board Powers.

257 (a) The Board shall determine the qualifications of security guards, private investigators, armored car guards, 

258 private security agencies, private investigative agencies, and armored car agencies.

259 (b) The Board shall promulgate all rules and regulations necessary in carrying out the provisions of this chapter.

260 (c) The Board shall investigate alleged violations of any provision of this chapter or rule or regulation promulgated 

261 thereunder.

262 (d) The Board may deny, suspend or revoke any application, registration or license.

263 (e) The Board may conduct a criminal history background check pursuant to the procedures set forth in Chapter 85 

264 of Title 11 for the purposes of licensing any individual pursuant to this chapter.

265 Section 5.  Amend § 1306, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

266 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

267 accordingly:

268 § 1306 Terms of office.

269 Members appointed to the Board serve 3-year terms, however, no member can serve more than 2 consecutive terms. If a 

270 member has served 2 consecutive terms, the member may be reappointed providing that the member has not served for 

271 3 years prior to the member's last appointment.

272 § 1306 Records.

273 (a) The Section shall keep a register of all applications for security guards, private investigators, armored car 

274 guards, security guard agencies, private investigative agencies and armored car agencies, complete records relating 

275 to meetings of the Board, rosters, changes and additions to the Board’s rules and regulations, hearings and such 

276 other matters as the Board shall determine. Such records shall be prima facie evidence of the proceedings of the 

277 Board.

278 (b) The Section pursuant to approval of the Board shall:

279 (1) Adopt and, from time to time, revise such rules and regulations and standards not inconsistent with the 

280 law as may be necessary to enable it to carry into effect this chapter;

281 (2) Deny or withdraw approval from applicants for failure to meet approved application procedures and 

282 other criteria;

283 (3) Oversee renewal applications and appropriate fees;
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284 (4) Coordinate hearings upon request for denial, suspension or revocation of a license or identification 

285 card;

286 (5) Have the power to issue subpoenas and compel the attendance of witnesses, and administer oaths to 

287 persons giving testimony at hearings;

288 (6) Have all the duties, powers and authority necessary to the enforcement of this chapter, as well as such 

289 other duties, powers and authority as it may be granted from time to time by the Board.

290 Section 6.  Amend § 1307, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

291 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

292 accordingly:

293 § 1307 Compensation of Board members.

294 Each member of the Board, who is not serving on the Board in their capacity as a state employee, shall be reimbursed 

295 $50 for each meeting attended; provided however, that no Board member shall receive more than $500 in any given 

296 calendar year.

297 § 1307 Investigations, Subpoenas and Injunctions.

298 (a) The Director shall have the authority to investigate any violations of this chapter or any rules or regulations 

299 adopted by the Board. The Section shall be responsible for issuing a final written report at the conclusion of its 

300 investigation.

301 (1) The Board may issue subpoenas to compel the production of pertinent books, accounts, records and 

302 documents. 

303 (b) The Director shall have the power to enter at all reasonable times upon any private or public property for the 

304 purposes of determining whether or not there is compliance with, or violations of this chapter, or rules and 

305 regulations adopted by the Board.

306 (c) Upon a finding of a violation pursuant to the investigation, the Board shall cause a copy of the complaint, 

307 together with a notice of the time and place fixed for a hearing, to be served upon the practitioner at least 30 days 

308 before the date fixed for the hearing. In cases where the practitioner cannot be located or where personal service 

309 cannot be effected, substitute service shall be effected in the same manner as with civil litigation.

310 (d) The Board may administer oaths and require testimony and evidence be given under oath.

311 (1) No witness shall refuse to obey a subpoena issued by the Board. Upon refusal, the Board may petition 

312 Superior Court to schedule a hearing to compel the witness to comply with the subpoena.
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313 (e) During the investigation or upon a finding of violation of the provisions of this chapter or rule or regulation, the 

314 Board may request the Attorney General to make application to the Court of Chancery for an order enjoining such 

315 acts or practices or for an order directing compliance, and upon a showing by the Board of such a violation, a 

316 permanent or temporary injunction, restraining order or other order may be granted.

317 Section 7. Amend § 1308, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

318 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

319 accordingly:

320 § 1308 Subpoenas and injunctions.

321 (a) In the conduct of any investigation conducted under the provisions of this chapter, the Board may issue subpoenas 

322 to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of pertinent books, accounts, records and documents. The 

323 officer conducting the hearing may administer oaths and may require testimony and evidence to be given under oath.

324 (b) No witness is privileged to refuse to testify to any fact or produce any paper respecting which the witness is 

325 properly examined by the officer conducting the hearing.

326 If a witness refuses to obey a subpoena or give any evidence relevant to proper inquiry by the Board, then the Board 

327 may petition Superior Court to compel the witness to obey the subpoena or give the evidence. The Court shall 

328 immediately issue process to the witness and shall hold a hearing on the petition as soon as possible. If the witness 

329 refuses, without reasonable cause or legal grounds, to be examined or to give evidence relevant to proper inquiry by the 

330 Board, the Court shall punish the witness for contempt.

331 (c) The Director and/or the Director's designee shall have the authority to investigate any violations of this chapter 

332 and/or rules and regulations adopted by the Board and are authorized to take statements under oath in any investigation 

333 of a matter covered by this chapter. In the conduct of any investigation conducted under this chapter, the Board may 

334 issue subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of pertinent books, accounts, records, and 

335 documents.

336 (d) The Board may institute an action in its name against a person to enjoin a violation of this act or a rule or regulation 

337 of the Board. For the Board to sustain the action, the Board does not have to allege or prove that an adequate remedy at 

338 law does not exist or that substantial or irreparable damage would result from the continued violation. The Board may 

339 not be required to give an appeal bond in any cause arising under this chapter.

340 (e) Whenever it appears that any person has violated any of the provisions of this chapter for which a penalty is 

341 imposed, the Board may cause a civil suit to be instituted in a Court of Chancery for injunctive relief to restrain such 

342 person from continuing the violation and for assessment and recovery of the civil penalty.
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343 § 1308 Emergency Suspension.

344 (a) The Director may, without notice or hearing, issue a suspension of a license or registration upon a finding that 

345 an emergency exists that requires immediate action to protect the health and safety of the public. Such suspension 

346 shall be effective immediately.

347 (b) Any person whose license has been suspended on an emergency basis, upon application to the Board, shall be 

348 afford a hearing within 30 days, but not more than 90 days. Upon the conclusion of the hearing, the suspension 

349 shall be continued, modified or revoked within 30 days of the hearing.

350 Section 8.  Amend § 1309, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

351 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

352 accordingly:

353 § 1309 Revocation, suspension, etc.

354 The Board shall have the power to suspend, revoke or place on probation any person or business required to be licensed 

355 under this chapter that violates any provisions of this chapter and/or who violates any rules and/or regulations 

356 promulgated by the Board.

357 § 1309 Change in membership or address or location of business; authorization of new location

358 (a) In the event of any change in the membership of the firm, or in the officers or directors of any association or 

359 corporation, or any change in the address of any office or location of such business, the Director shall be notified in 

360 writing of such change within 14 days thereafter. Failure to give such notification shall be sufficient cause for 

361 suspension or revocation of the license.

362 (b) Upon written application to the Director setting forth a proposed change in the location of any office or place of 

363 business of the licensee as set forth in the license, the Director may authorize a new location for any such office or place 

364 of business. In such case, the licensee shall produce to the Director the license and all copies thereof to the end that the 

365 Director may either endorse thereon such change of location or issue a new license as of the same date as the original 

366 license in lieu of the license so surrendered.

367 Section 9.  Amend § 1310, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

368 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

369 accordingly:

370 § 1310 Emergency suspension.
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371 (a) The Director shall be granted the power to impose an emergency suspension or cease and desist order on any person 

372 or business licensed under this chapter or should be licensed under this chapter if, in the opinion of the Director, that 

373 failure to take such action could jeopardize the public's safety and welfare.

374 (b) Any person or business whose license is suspended by the Director, under subsection (a) of this section shall be 

375 granted a full hearing, by the Board, within 10 days from the date that the request for a hearing is received by the 

376 Director, provided that the violating party request such a hearing, in writing, to the Director within 5 days of the 

377 suspension. With the consent of the person or business requesting a hearing, the hearing may be scheduled at the next 

378 quarterly meeting of the Board.

379 § 1310 Notifications.

380 (a) Notification shall be made to the Section within 14 days after the change of address of any person licensed under 

381 this chapter.

382 (b) Any person licensed or issued an identification card under this chapter shall, excluding weekends and holidays, 

383 notify the Board within five days of any arrest which could result in a misdemeanor or felony conviction. Failure to 

384 report may result in the suspension or revocation of a license.

385 (c) Any person licensed under §§ 1318, 1319 and 1320 of this chapter shall report to the Board within five days of any 

386 instance of violation of this chapter or any rule or regulation by their employees licensed under this chapter.

387 (d) Any person licensed under §§ 1318, 1319 and 1320 shall report to the Section a current address, telephone number 

388 and name of the employee managing the office. In the event there is not an office within the State, then the address, 

389 telephone number and name of the compliance agent for the business shall be reported. The compliance agent shall 

390 maintain all records including personnel for all agency business within the State and make them available to the Section 

391 upon demand within 48 hours.

392 Section 10.  Amend § 1311, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

393 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

394 accordingly:

395 § 1311 Board powers.

396 (a) The Board may suspend, revoke, place on probation, fine any applicant, registrant or licensee who has committed 

397 any act which could result in a felony conviction, or has committed any act that could result in a misdemeanor 

398 conviction which involves moral turpitude or a drug offense; or has practiced fraud, deceit or misrepresentation; or has 

399 consumed or has been impaired by alcohol or any controlled substance while on duty working in a capacity regulated 

400 by this chapter; or has made a material misstatement in any application or renewal for a license.
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401 (b) Anyone whose license has been suspended, revoked or denied under this act is entitled to a hearing before the 

402 Board.

403 (c) Any person whose license has been refused, suspended, revoked, or has been imposed a civil penalty is entitled to a 

404 hearing before the Board.

405 (d) The Board shall have the power to impose a civil penalty upon any person or business required to be licensed under 

406 this chapter up to $200, per day, for each violation.

407 (e) The Board may conduct a criminal history background check pursuant to the procedures set forth in Chapter 85 of 

408 Title 11 for the purposes of licensing any individual pursuant to this chapter.

409 § 1311 Insurance

410 (a) Any person who applies for a license to own or operate a private investigations company, private security agency or 

411 armored car agency shall file with the Section a surety bond and certificate of liability insurance in the amount set forth 

412 by the Board.

413 Section 11. Amend § 1312, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

414 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

415 accordingly:

416 § 1312 Organization and meetings of the Board.

417 The Board shall meet quarterly or at such times to be decided by the majority of the Board.

418 A majority of the Board constitutes a quorum to transact business.

419 § 1312 License fee.

420 (a) Any person may be charged an application fee as set forth by the Board. The fee shall not exceed $600 per year.

421 Section 12.  Amend § 1313, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

422 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

423 accordingly:

424 § 1313 Consumer information.

425 The Board shall prepare information of interest to consumers or recipients of services regulated, under this chapter, 

426 describing the Board's procedures by which complaints are filed with and resolved by the Board. The Board shall make 

427 the information available to the general public and appropriate state agencies.

428 The Board, by rule, shall establish methods by which consumers or service recipients are notified the name, mailing 

429 address, and telephone number, of the Board, for the purpose of directing complaints to the Board. The Board may 
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430 provide for the notification through inclusion of the information, on each registration form, application, or written 

431 contract for services of a person regulated under this chapter.

432 § 1313 License and Identification Card requirements and submission of fingerprints.

433 (a) No person shall act as a private investigator, private security guard or armored car guard or engage in the business of 

434 a private investigative agency, private security agency, or armored car agency without first obtaining a license or 

435 identification card from the Professional Licensing Section.

436 (b) No person shall be issued an identification card or license unless the individual and all officers submit to the State 

437 Bureau of Investigation their name, social security number, age, race, sex, date of birth, height, weight, hair and eye 

438 color, address of legal residence and the other such information as may be necessary to obtain a report of the person’s 

439 entire State  criminal record history and entire federal criminal history pursuant the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

440 appropriation of Title II of Public Law 92-544.

441 Section 13.  Amend § 1314, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

442 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

443 accordingly:

444 § 1314 Security guard license requirements.

445 Anyone who wishes to be licensed, under this chapter, as a noncommissioned security guard, must meet and maintain 

446 the following requirements:

447 (1) Must be at least 18 years of age;

448 (2) Must not have been convicted of any felony;

449 (3) Must not have been convicted of any misdemeanor involving moral turpitude;

450 (4) Must not have been convicted of any felony or misdemeanor involving the act of theft;

451 (5) Must not have been convicted of any felony or misdemeanor involving drug offenses;

452 (6) If served in the armed forces, must not have been discharged other than honorable conditions;

453 (7) Must not be a member or employee of any law-enforcement organization, as defined by the Council of Police 

454 Training;

455 (8) Must meet and maintain the qualifications set and approved by the Board of Examiners.

456 § 1314 Security guard registration requirements.

457 Anyone who wishes to be licensed, under this chapter, as a noncommissioned security guard, must meet and maintain 

458 the following requirements:

459 (1) Must be at least 18 years of age;
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460 (2) Must not have been convicted of any felony;

461 (3) Must not have been convicted of any misdemeanor involving a theft-related offense, drug offense, or moral 

462 turpitude, within the last 7 years, and:

463 a. There are no more than two of such misdemeanors during such person’s lifetime; and

464 b. No misdemeanor conviction occurred during or as a result of employment in a capacity regulated by 

465 this chapter.

466 (4) Must not have been, as a juvenile, adjudicated delinquent for conduct which, if committed by an adult would 

467 constitute a felony, unless and until that person has reached their twenty-first birthday;

468 (5) If served in the armed forces, must not have been dishonorably discharged;

469 (6) Must not be a member or employee of any law-enforcement organization, as defined by the Council of Police 

470 Training;

471 (7) Must meet and maintain the qualifications set and approved by the Board of Examiners.

472 Section 14.  Amend § 1315, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

473 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

474 accordingly:

475 § 1315 Commissioned security guard license requirements.

476 Anyone who wishes to be licensed as an armed security guard, under this chapter, must meet the same qualifications as 

477 a security guard with the following exceptions:

478 (1) Must be at least 21 years of age;

479 (2) Must meet and maintain the qualifications set and approved by the Board of Examiners.

480 § 1315 Commissioned security guard registration requirements.

481 Anyone who wishes to be licensed as an armed security guard, under this chapter, must meet and maintain the same 

482 qualifications as a security guard and must be at least 21 years of age.

483 Section 15.  Amend § 1316, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

484 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

485 accordingly:

486 § 1316 Private investigator license requirements.

487 Anyone who wishes to be licensed as a private investigator, under this chapter, must meet and maintain the following 

488 requirements:

489 (1) Be at least 21 years of age;
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490 (2) Not have been convicted of any felony;

491 (3) Not have been convicted of any misdemeanor involving moral turpitude or theft or any misdemeanor that, in the 

492 discretion of the Board, bears such a relationship to the performance of security services as to constitute a 

493 disqualification for a private security guard and/or private investigator to be issued a license;

494 (4) Not have been convicted of any drug offense;

495 (5) Meet and maintain the qualifications set and approved by the Board of Examiners.

496 § 1316 Private investigator registration requirements.

497 Anyone who wishes to be licensed as a private investigator, under this chapter, must meet and maintain the same 

498 qualifications as a security guard under section 1314 of this chapter, and must also be at least 21 years of age.

499 Section 16.  Amend § 1317, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

500 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

501 accordingly:

502 § 1317 Armored car guard license requirements.

503 Must meet same qualifications as a commissioned security guard.

504 § 1317 Armored car guard registration requirements.

505 Anyone who wishes to be licensed as an armored car guard, under this chapter, must meet and maintain the same 

506 qualifications as a commissioned security guard under § 1315.

507 Section 17.  Amend § 1318, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

508 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

509 accordingly:

510 § 1318 Security guard business licensee license requirements.

511 An applicant applying for a license, to own and operate a security guard business, shall have the following 

512 qualifications:

513 (1) Be at least 25 years of age;

514 (2) Have at least 4 years of experience as a manager in a bona fide licensed security agency or must have at least 5 

515 years investigative experience or must have been a police officer for any local, state or federal agency or the 

516 equivalent thereof who has graduated from a certified law enforcement academy;

517 (3) Not have been convicted of any felony;
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518 (4) Not have been convicted of any misdemeanor involving moral turpitude or theft or any misdemeanor that, in the 

519 discretion of the Board, bears such a relationship to the performance of security services, as to constitute a 

520 disqualification for a private security guard, and/or licensee to be issued a license;

521 (5) Not have been convicted of any drug offense;

522 (6) Meet and maintain the qualifications set and approved by the Board of Examiners.

523 § 1318 Private security agency license requirements.

524 An applicant applying for a license, to own and operate a private security agency, shall have the following 

525 qualifications:

526 (1) Must be at least 25 years of age;

527 (2) Must have at least 4 years of experience as a manager in a bona fide licensed security agency or must have at 

528 least 5 years investigative experience or must have been a police officer for any local, state or federal agency or the 

529 equivalent thereof who has graduated from a certified law enforcement academy;

530 (3) Must not have been convicted of any felony;

531 (4) Must not have been convicted of any misdemeanor involving a theft-related offense, drug offense, or moral 

532 turpitude within the last seven years, and:

533 a. There are no more than two of such misdemeanors during such person’s lifetime; and

534 b. No misdemeanor conviction occurred during or as a result of employment in a capacity regulated by 

535 this chapter;

536 (5) Meet and maintain the qualifications set and approved by the Board of Examiners.

537 Section 18.  Amend § 1319, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

538 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

539 accordingly:

540 § 1319 Private investigator business licensee license requirements.

541 An applicant applying for a license to own and operate a private investigative business, shall have the following 

542 qualifications:

543 (1) Be at least 25 years of age;

544 (2) Have at least 5 years investigative experience or must have been a police officer for any local, state or federal 

545 agency or the equivalent thereof who has graduated from a certified law-enforcement academy;

546 (3) Not have been convicted of any felony;
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547 (4) Not have been convicted of any misdemeanor involving moral turpitude or theft or any misdemeanor that, in the 

548 discretion of the Board, bears such a relationship to the performance of the private investigative industry, to 

549 constitute a disqualification for a private investigator to be issued a license;

550 (5) Not have been convicted of any drug offense;

551 (6) Meet and maintain the qualifications set and approved by the Board of Examiners.

552 § 1319 Private investigative agency license requirements.

553 An applicant applying for a license to own and operate a private investigative business, shall have the same 

554 qualifications as a private security agency license and must also have at least 5 years’ investigative experience or must 

555 have been a police officer for any local, state or federal agency or the equivalent thereof who has graduated from a 

556 certified law-enforcement academy.

557 Section 19.  Amend § 1320, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

558 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

559 accordingly:

560 § 1320 Armored car guard business licensee license requirements.

561 An applicant applying for a license, to own and operate an armored car guard business, shall have the following 

562 qualifications:

563 (1) Be at least 25 years of age;

564 (2) Have at least 4 years of experience as a manager in a bona fide armored car agency;

565 (3) Not have been convicted of any felony;

566 (4) Not have been convicted of any misdemeanor involving moral turpitude or theft or any misdemeanor that, in the 

567 discretion of the Board, bears such a relationship to the performance of armored car services, as to constitute a 

568 disqualification for an armored car guard, and/or licensee to be issued a license;

569 (5) Not have been convicted of any drug offense;

570 (6) Meet and maintain the qualifications set and approved by the Board of Examiners;

571 (7) Have been issued a license by the Banking Commissioner pursuant to § 3203 of Title 5.

572 § 1320 Armored car agency license requirements.

573 An applicant applying for a license, to own and operate an armored car guard agency, shall have the same qualifications 

574 of the private security agency license and must also:
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575 (1) Have at least 4 years of experience as a manager in a bona fide armored car agency or five years as a police 

576 officer for any local, state or federal agency or the equivalent thereof who has graduated from a certified law 

577 enforcement academy;

578 (2) Have been issued a license by the Banking Commissioner pursuant to § 3203 of Title 5.

579 Section 20.  Amend § 1321, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

580 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

581 accordingly:

582 (b) It shall be unlawful for anyone licensed, under this chapter, to carry any type of weapon unless the Board has 

583 approved the use of such weapon and, if approved, the person has been trained in the use of such weapon, by a board-

584 approved instructor.

585 1. Private investigative, private security and armored car agencies shall be held responsible for monitoring all 

586 firearm certification or recertification for their employees for compliance with promulgated rules and regulations.

587 2. Private investigative, private security and armored car agencies must provide Professional Licensing with 

588 documentation that employees are compliant with firearm certification and recertification requirements of the 

589 Board.

590 3.The Board may revoke the ability to carry a weapon if a registration holder or agency fails to comply with 

591 promulgated rules and regulations.

592 Section 21.  Amend § 1322, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

593 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

594 accordingly:

595 § 1322 Change of address.

596 Notification shall be made to the Board of Examiners within 14 days after the change of address of any individual 

597 licensed under this chapter.

598 § 1322 Posting of License.

599 (a) Before any applicant shall exercise any rights under the license issued to the applicant, such license, or a certified 

600 copy thereof, shall be posted and at all times thereafter while the same is in force be displayed in a conspicuous place in 

601 the principal office and in each bureau, agency, sub-agency, office or branch office for which it is issued.

602 (b) No person holding any license issued by the Board under this chapter shall:

603 (1) Post or permit such license to be posted upon premises other than those described therein or to which it may be 

604 transferred pursuant to this chapter;
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605 (2) Fail to maintain such license in a conspicuous place in such offices or places of business; or

606 (3) Knowingly alter, deface or destroy any such license or permit the alteration, defacement or destruction thereof.

607 Section 22.  Amend § 1323, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

608 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

609 accordingly:

610 § 1323 Change in membership or address or location of business; authorization of new location.

611 (a) In the event of any change in the membership of the firm or in the officers or directors of any association or 

612 corporation or any change in the address of any office or location of such business, the Superintendent shall be notified 

613 in writing of such change within 5 days thereafter. Failure to give such notification shall be sufficient cause for 

614 revocation of the license.

615 (b) Upon written application to the Superintendent setting forth a proposed change in the location of any office or place 

616 of business of the licensee as set forth in the license, the Superintendent may authorize a new location for any such 

617 office or place of business. In such case, the licensee shall produce to the Superintendent the license and all copies 

618 thereof to the end that the Superintendent may either endorse thereon such change of location or issue a new license as 

619 of the same date as the original license in lieu of the license so surrendered.

620 § 1323 Surrender of expired, revoked or suspended license; loss or destruction of license.

621 (a) Any person to whom the Board issued a registration or license under this chapter shall surrender such registration or 

622 license and all duplicate copies which have expired, or been revoked, suspended or surrendered.

623 (b) Any person issued a registration or license by the Board that is lost or destroyed must inform the Section and at the 

624 discretion of the Director, a duplicate may be issued.

625 Section 23.  Amend § 1326, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

626 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

627 accordingly:

628 § 1326 Notification of arrest.

629 Anyone licensed under this chapter shall, excluding weekends and state holidays, notify the Board of Examiners within 

630 24 hours of any arrest which could result in a misdemeanor or felony conviction. Failure to do so may result in the 

631 suspension or revocation of a license.

632 § 1326 Identification card; offenses.

633 (a) For the purpose of identification of persons engaged in the conduct of a security guard or armored car guard, each 

634 such person shall carry and show when requested an identification card, which shall be issued by the Section. For the 
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635 purpose of identification of employees of a private security agency or armored car agency, upon examination of 

636 employee's statement and fingerprint cards, the Section shall furnish an identification card.

637 (b) No person licensed under this chapter or the officers shall wear, carry or accept any badge or shield purporting to 

638 indicate that such person is a security guard, armored car guard or that such person performs any such service, or may, 

639 while in uniform and while on the premises of the employer of the licensee where the security guard or armored car 

640 guard is so acting, wear a badge or shield inscribed by the specifications set forth in the rules and regulations of the 

641 Board.

642 (c) No person licensed under this chapter shall issue identification cards to any person other than a bona fide employee 

643 or shall sell, issue, rent, loan or distribute badges or membership cards indicating that the holder thereof is a security 

644 guard, armored car guard or is engaged in the private security or armored car business to any person or persons other 

645 than those lawfully entitled to such identification cards.

646 (d) Any person to whom an identification card has been issued in accordance with this chapter, shall surrender the 

647 identification card to the Section:

648 (1) Upon termination of employment, unless for a security guard who transfers employment to another private 

649 security agency; or

650 (2) Upon suspension or revocation by the Board; or

651 (3) Upon emergency suspension by the Director.

652 (e) Identification cards approved by the Section shall expire and be renewable on the fifth anniversary of the date of 

653 birth of the applicant, next following the date of its issuance. If the date of birth is February 29, the identification card 

654 shall expire and be renewed on February 28 every fifth year, with the exception of the armored car identification cards 

655 which shall expire and be renewed every two years.

656 (f) The Section may refuse to renew an identification card for any grounds set forth in this chapter.

657 (g) A private investigative agency shall notify the Section within 10 days after the termination of employment or 

658 association of any identification card holder employed by the agency.

659 (h) Whoever violates this section shall be fined not more than $50.

660 Section 24.  Amend § 1327, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

661 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

662 accordingly:

663 § 1327 Insurance.
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664 Any person who applies for a license to own or operate a private investigations company, private security agency or 

665 armored car agency shall file, with the Board, a surety bond and certificate of insurance in the amount set forth by the 

666 Board of Examiners.

667 § 1327 Regulation of advertising.

668 (a) The Board shall promulgate such rules and regulations, upon notice to the public in general, as the Board deems 

669 necessary to avoid advertising techniques, cards or other forms of publication which will mislead the public as to any 

670 matter that relates to law enforcement. The Board shall further have the authority to order any business to comply with 

671 these rules and regulations.

672 (b) Failure to comply with any order of the Board pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall be cause for 

673 suspension or revocation of the license.

674 Section 25.  Amend § 1328, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

675 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

676 accordingly:

677 § 1328 License fee.

678 Any individual, firm, association, corporation or company may be charged an application fee as set forth by the Board 

679 of Examiners which shall not exceed $600 per year.

680 § 1328 Enforcement of chapter; jurisdiction.

681 All police agencies and law-enforcement officers of this State may carry out this chapter and enforce compliance 

682 therewith. Justices of the Peace Courts shall have jurisdiction over violations under this chapter.

683 Section 26.  Amend § 1329, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

684 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

685 accordingly:

686 § 1329 License requirements and submission of fingerprints.

687 (a) No person shall engage in the business of a private investigator, investigations company, security service contractor, 

688 security guard, guard company, armored car company, courier company or armored car guard without first obtaining a 

689 license from the Professional Licensing Section, Division of State Police.

690 (b) No person will be issued a license unless that person submits, to the State Bureau of Identification, their name, 

691 Social Security number, age, race, sex, date of birth, height, weight, hair and eye color, address of legal residence and 

692 the provision of such other information as may be necessary to obtain a report of the person's entire criminal history 
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693 record from the State Bureau of Identification and a report of the person's entire federal criminal history pursuant to the 

694 Federal Bureau of Investigation appropriation of Title II of Public Law 92-544.

695 (c) Event security staff working fewer than 28 days each calendar year shall not require a license.

696 § 1329 Disciplinary Proceedings; appeal.

697 (a) Grounds.  Subject to the provisions of this chapter, the Director pursuant to the authority of the Board  may impose 

698 any of the following sanctions (subsection (b)) of this section singly or in combination when it finds a licensee or 

699 identification card holder is guilty of any offense described herein:

700 (1) Acting as a security guard, armored car guard or private investigator without an identification card; or

701 (2) Operating a private security agency, private investigative agency, or armored car agency without a license; or

702 (3) Failure to comply with firearms requirements pursuant to § 1321 of this chapter; or

703 (4) Obtaining criminal charges or convictions pursuant to §§ 1314, 1315, 1316, 1317, 1318, 1319, 1320 of this 

704 chapter; or

705 (5) Failure to comply with inspection and subpoena requests pursuant to § 1307 of this chapter; or

706 (6) Failure to notify the Professional Licensing Section of any arrests; or

707 (7) Failure to keep identification card, badge or shield on your person while in the performance of your specific 

708 duties; or

709 (8) Failing to surrender a suspended or revoked license, or identification card; or

710 (9) Submitting false or fraudulent information material to any application for a license or identification card; or

711 (10) Failure to abide by the Board’s firearms certification and recertification training requirements; or

712 (11) Using a firearms instructor that has not been approved by the Board; or

713 (12) Violating any provision of this chapter or any rule or regulation promulgated by the Board. 

714 (b) Disciplinary Sanctions. 

715 (1) Permanently revoke a license, or identification card;

716 (2) Suspend a license or identification card;

717 (3) Issue a letter of reprimand;

718 (4) Refuse to issue a license, or identification card;

719 (5) Refuse to renew a license, or identification card;

720 (6) Issue an emergency suspension;

721 (7) Or otherwise discipline.

722 (c) Procedure. 
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723 (1) After receipt of written notice from the Section of the Director’s denial, suspension, emergency suspension, or 

724 revocation of a license or identification card, the applicant or licensee shall be afforded a hearing before the Board.

725 (2) The accused may be represented by counsel who shall have the right of examination and cross examination.

726 (3) Testimony before the Board shall be under oath.

727 (4) A record of the hearing shall be made. At the request and expense of any party such record shall be transcribed 

728 with a copy to the other party.

729 (5) The decision of the Board shall be based upon sufficient legal evidence. If the charges are supported by such 

730 evidence, the Board may refuse to issue, or revoke or suspend a license or identification card, or otherwise 

731 discipline an individual. A suspended license or identification card may be reissued by Professional Licensing 

732 Section at the direction of the Board.

733 (d) All decisions of the Board shall be final and conclusive. Where the applicant, licensee or identification card holder is 

734 in disagreement with the action of the Board, the individual may appeal the Board’s decision to the Secretary within 30 

735 days of service or the postmarked date of the copy of the decision mailed to the individual. The appeal shall be on the 

736 record to the Secretary as provided in the Administrative Procedures Act §§ 10142-10145 of Title 29.

737 Section 27.  Amend § 1330, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and Private Security Agencies, 

738 by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows and by redesignating 

739 accordingly:

740 § 1330 Posting of license; offenses; penalty.

741 (a) Before any applicant shall exercise any rights under the license issued to the applicant, such license, or a certified 

742 copy thereof, shall be posted and at all times thereafter while the same is in force be displayed in a conspicuous place in 

743 the principal office and in each bureau, agency, subagency, office or branch office for which it is issued.

744 (b) No person holding any license issued by the Superintendent under this chapter shall:

745 (1) Post or permit such license to be posted upon premises other than those described therein or to which it may be 

746 transferred pursuant to this chapter;

747 (2) Fail to maintain such license in a conspicuous place in such offices or places of business; or

748 (3) Knowingly alter, deface or destroy any such license or permit the alteration, defacement or destruction thereof.

749 § 1330 Penalties.

750 (a) Whoever violates this chapter, except where another penalty is provided, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, if 

751 convicted, may be fined a civil or administrative penalty of not more than $10,000.
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752 (1) Assessment of a civil or  administrative penalty shall be determined by the nature, circumstances, extent and 

753 gravity of the violation, or violations, ability of the violator to pay, any prior history of such violations, the degree 

754 of culpability, economic benefit or savings (if any) resulting from the violation and such other matters as justice 

755 requires.

756 (2) In the event of nonpayment of the administrative penalty after all legal appeals have been exhausted, a civil 

757 action may be brought by the Board in any court of competent jurisdiction, including any Justice of the Peace 

758 Court, for collection of the administrative penalty, including interest, attorneys’ fees and costs and the validity and 

759 appropriateness of such administrative penalty shall not be subject to review.

760 Section 28.  Amend §§ 1331 through 1341, Title 24 of the Delaware Code concerning Private Investigators and 

761 Private Security Agencies, by making deletions as shown by strike through and insertions as shown by underline as follows 

762 and by redesignating accordingly:

763 § 1331 Surrender of expired, revoked or suspended licenses; penalty.

764 Any person to whom a license may be issued in accordance with this chapter shall surrender such license and all 

765 duplicate copies thereof which have expired or have been revoked, suspended or surrendered.

766 § 1332 Loss or destruction of license.

767 If any license or certified copy thereof issued by the Superintendent is lost or destroyed, notice of such loss or 

768 destruction shall be given to the Superintendent forthwith, and the Superintendent may, at the Superintendent's 

769 discretion, issue a duplicate or certified copy thereof.

770 § 1333 Identification card; wearing of badges or shields; offenses; surrender of card; penalty.

771 (a) For the purpose of identification of persons engaged in the conduct of a private detective business as private 

772 detective or private investigator, each such person shall carry and show when requested an identification card, which 

773 shall be issued by the Superintendent at the time of initial issuance of license. For the purpose of identification of 

774 employees of a private detective business, upon examination of employee's statement and fingerprint cards, the 

775 Superintendent shall furnish an employee's identification card.

776 (b) No person licensed under this chapter or the officers, directors, employees, operators or agents thereof shall wear, 

777 carry or accept any badge or shield purporting to indicate that such person is a private detective or investigator or 

778 connected with a private detective business, but any such person, officer, director, employee, operator or agent who is 

779 acting as a guard or performs any such service may, while in uniform and while on the premises of the employer of the 

780 licensee where the guard is so acting, wear a badge or shield inscribed with the license holder's name and the word 

781 "guard" or "special guard."
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782 (c) No person licensed under this chapter shall issue identification cards to any person other than a bona fide employee 

783 or shall sell, issue, rent, loan or distribute badges or membership cards indicating that the holder thereof is a private 

784 detective or investigator or is engaged in the private detective business to any person or persons other than those 

785 lawfully entitled to such identification cards.

786 (d) Any person to whom an identification card has been issued in accordance with this chapter, shall surrender the 

787 identification card to the Board:

788 (1) Upon termination of employment; or

789 (2) Upon suspension or revocation by the Board.

790 (e) Whoever violates this section shall be fined not more than $50.

791 § 1334 Disclosure of information by employees prohibited; false report or statement to employer; penalty.

792 (a) Any person who may be or has been employed by the holder of a license under this chapter shall not divulge to 

793 anyone other than the employer, or in such manner and to such person as the employer directs, any information acquired 

794 by the employee during such employment in respect to any work to which the employee shall have been assigned by 

795 such employer, except as such disclosure may be required by this chapter or in connection with any investigation of a 

796 licensee by the Superintendent or as may be required by constituted authority or under process of law.

797 (b) No person shall violate this section, and no person, being an employee of a licensed private detective business, shall 

798 wilfully make a false report or statement to the employer in respect to any matter or thing connected with the 

799 employment.

800 § 1335 Regulation of advertising.

801 (a) The Superintendent shall promulgate such rules and regulations, upon notice to the public in general, as the 

802 Superintendent deems necessary to avoid advertising techniques, cards or other forms of publication which will mislead 

803 the public as to any matter that relates to a private detective business. The Superintendent shall further have the 

804 authority to order any private detective business to comply with these rules and regulations.

805 (b) Failure to comply with any order of the Superintendent pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall be cause for 

806 revocation of the license of the licensee.

807 § 1336 Reciprocity; licenses under prior laws.

808 (a) Any person, firm, association or corporation incorporated or licensed under the laws of any other state of the United 

809 States and intending to conduct a private detective business or act as a private detective or investigator within this State 

810 shall file in the office of the Superintendent a written application duly signed and verified and obtain from the 

811 Superintendent a license as provided in this chapter and shall be subject to all the provisions of this chapter.
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812 (b) Licenses issued under any other law of this State prior to June 20, 1955, authorizing the conduct of a private 

813 detective business or the business of a private detective or investigator, shall continue in force until the expiration 

814 thereof, but such licensees in all other respects shall be subject to this chapter.

815 § 1337 Carrying of concealed weapons by licensees.

816 No person licensed as a private detective or in the employ of any detective or agency shall carry a concealed deadly 

817 weapon unless the person is so licensed in accordance with the laws of this State.

818 § 1338 Enforcement of chapter; jurisdiction.

819 All police agencies and law-enforcement officers of this State may carry out this chapter and enforce compliance 

820 therewith. Justices of the Peace Courts shall have jurisdiction over violations under this chapter.

821 § 1339 Violation of chapter as ground for revocation of license.

822 A violation of this chapter shall be cause for revocation of any license issued thereunder, notwithstanding that the same 

823 violation may constitute a misdemeanor or felony.

824 § 1340 Reports of convictions for violations of this chapter.

825 Anyone licensed pursuant to § 1318, § 1319 or § 1320 of this title shall file a report with the Board of Examiners within 

826 10 days of any conviction for a violation of any provision of this chapter of any employee licensed pursuant to this 

827 chapter.

828 § 1341 Maintenance of office in state; manager; telephone listing.

829 Any licensee pursuant to § 1318, § 1319 or § 1320 of this title shall maintain an office within the State, which office 

830 shall be supervised by a manager licensed pursuant to this chapter. The office shall maintain a Delaware area code 

831 telephone listing through which an officer or employee of the licensee may be reached at any period in which the 

832 license is in effect.

SYNOPSIS

This Act provides greater clarity of language, condenses duplicative statutes and deletes statues that are irrelevant 
to daily operations of the Professional Licensing Section’s regulation of private security, private investigative and armored 
car agencies.

Author: Senator Bushweller


