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SPONSOR: Rep. Baumbach & Rep. Ramone & Sen. Sokola

Reps. Bolden, Hudson, Osienski; Sens. Lopez, Marshall

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
149th GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HOUSE BILL NO. 163

AN ACT TO AMEND TITLE 30 OF THE DELAWARE CODE RELATING TO THE INCOME TAX RETURN.

WHEREAS, the number of “check-off” boxes for charitable donations on the Delaware personal income tax return

has grown unchecked and has become unwieldy; and

WHEREAS, data shows that the total number of dollars contributed to charitable donations through the check-offs

on the income tax return has not grown along with the proliferation of eligible organizations; and

WHEREAS, the continued addition of new donation boxes has led to set pool of funds being distributed over a

larger pool of candidates, decreasing the usefulness of the mechanism to any one charity; and

WHEREAS, it is the belief of the General Assembly that the number of eligible charitable donations on the

income tax return should be capped for efficiency of administration by the Department of Revenue and the avoidance of

donor fatigue; and

WHEREAS, the Organ and Tissue Donor Awareness Trust Fund and the U.S. Olympic have consistently ranked at

or near the bottom in terms of total dollars contributed in the last 5 tax years.

NOW, THEREFORE:

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE:

Section 1. Amend § 1182, Title 30 of the Delaware Code by making deletions as shown by strikethrough and

insertions as shown by underline as follows:

§ 1182. Beau Biden Foundation.
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(a) There is hereby established a Beau Biden Foundation for the Protection of Children Fund for individuals who

claim an overpayment of taxes to designate an amount to be deposited in such an account or individuals who have an

income tax liability to designate an amount to be paid to that Fund, pursuant to subsections (b) and (c) of this section.

(b)_An individual who claims an overpayment of taxes on an income tax return may designate that $1.00 or more

shall be deducted from the refund that would otherwise be payable to the individual and paid to the Beau Biden Foundation

for the Protection of Children Fund.

(c)_An individual who has an income tax liability may, in addition to the obligation, include a donation of $1.00 or

more to be paid to the Beau Biden Foundation for the Protection of Children Fund.

(d) The Division of Revenue shall provide a space on the Delaware income tax return form or schedule whereby

an individual may voluntarily designate a contribution of an amount of $1.00 or more to the the Beau Biden Foundation for

the Protection of Children Fund.

(e) The Division of Revenue shall determine the total amount designated pursuant to this section and shall transfer

such amount to the Beau Biden Foundation for the Protection of Children.

Section 2. Amend § 1184, Title 30 of the Delaware Code by making deletions as shown by strikethrough and

insertions as shown by underline as follows:
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§ 1184. United Way of Delaware Fund.

(a) There is hereby established a United Way of Delaware Fund for individuals who claim an overpayment of

taxes to designate an amount to be deposited in such an account or individuals who have an income tax liability to

designate an amount to be paid to that Fund, pursuant to subsections (b) and (c) of this section.

(b)_An individual who claims an overpayment of taxes on an income tax return may designate that $1.00 or more

shall be deducted from the refund that would otherwise be payable to the individual and paid to the United Way of

Delaware Fund.

(c)_An individual who has an income tax liability may, in addition to the obligation, include a donation of $1.00 or

more to be paid to the United Way of Delaware Fund.

(d) The Division of Revenue shall provide a space on the Delaware income tax return form or schedule whereby

an individual may voluntarily designate a contribution of an amount of $1.00 or more to the United Way of Delaware Fund.

(e) The Division of Revenue shall determine the total amount designated pursuant to this section and shall transfer

such amount to the United Way of Delaware.

Section 3. Amend Subchapter IX, Chapter 11 of Title 30 of the Delaware Code by inserting a new Section 1180 as

shown by underline as follows:

§ 1180. Administration of charitable donations through the personal income tax return.

No more than 21 charitable organizations or funds may be included on the personal income tax return for purposes

of donations by taxpayers.

SYNOPSIS

Currently there are 17 "check-boxes" on the Delaware personal income tax return where taxpayers may designate a
portion of their refund or send additional money with their payment due to be credited as a charitable donation to various
organizations. The number of organizations has continued to grow over the years without any charities being removed. As
a result, a relatively stable total amount of donations is being spread across a larger number of causes, reducing the utility
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for any single charity and increasing the administrative burden on the Division of Revenue. This bill eliminates the two
lowest grossing charitable funds - for the US Olympic Committee and for the Organ and Tissue Donation Awareness Trust
Fund, and replaces them with Funds for the Beau Biden Foundation for the Protection of Children and the United Way of
Delaware. It also adds a provision to the code capping the number of permissible charity check-offs on the return at 21.
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