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SPONSOR: Rep. Lynn & Rep. Griffith & Sen. Townsend
Reps. Chukwuocha, Cooke, Mitchell; Sens. Hansen,
Lockman, Sokola

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
150th GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HOUSE BILL NO. 197

AN ACT TO AMEND TITLE 10 OF THE DELAWARE CODE RELATING TO THE FAMILY COURT
ADJUDICATED DRUG COURT PROGRAM.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE:

Section 1. Amend § 1009, Title 10 of the Delaware Code by making deletions as shown by strike through and
insertions as shown by underline as follows:

§ 1009. Adjudication; disposition following adjudication; commitment to custody of Department of Services for

Children, Youth and Their Families; effect.

(c) Following an adjudication in which the Court declares that a child is delinquent, it may:

sHtRoRs--aecordanec-with-3-1006-of this-tite: [Repealed. ]

()(1) For the purpose of this subsection, the following definitions shall apply:

a. "Adjudication" or "adjudicated" — for the purposes of this subsection (j), "adjudication" or
"adjudicated" shall mean any type of adjudication of delinquency contained within the definition of "conviction"
or "convicted" pursuant to Chapter 9 of Title 16, and shall include a probation before adjudication plea or
admission, and a mental health er—drag—eourt—deferred plea regardless of whether the plea or charge was
subsequently discharged or dismissed under such programs.
Section 2. Amend § 1012, Title 10 of the Delaware Code by making deletions as shown by strike through and

insertions as shown by underline as follows:
§ 1012. Family Court Adjudicated Drug Court Program.
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SYNOPSIS

This Act is a recommendation following the comprehensive analysis of the Family Court Adjudicated Drug Court
Program conducted by Family Court, the Department of Services for Children, Youth and their Families, the Department of
Justice, and the Office of Defense Services. Repeal of the Family Court Adjudicated Drug Court Program is also supported
by the Government Efficiency and Accountability Review Board as noted in its 2018 Annual Report.

After a comprehensive analysis of the program, it was determined that the Division of Youth Rehabilitative
Services (YRS) had implemented practices, including the use of an assessment tool, that are identifying and then effectively
and efficiently addressing the needs of justice involved youth with substance use disorders. The review found that YRS’
active case management practices allowed YRS to be responsive to each child’s service needs and to involve the Court as
necessary. Recent juvenile justice reforms, including civil citation, are also keeping many youth from entering the justice
system while simultaneously ensuring that any identified substance use disorders are addressed.

Given the high level of individualized treatment services and case management youth are currently receiving
inside and outside the juvenile justice system, repeal of the program was recommended.
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