SPONSOR: Rep. Chukwuocha

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
150th GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE AMENDMENT NO. 3
TO
HOUSE BILL NO. 222
1

AMEND House Bill No. 222 after line 6 and before line 7 by inserting the following:

2

“(b) Before making changes in the boundaries of a reorganized school district, the State Board of Education shall

3

must consult with the school boards of the districts affected by the proposed change. Thereafter, the State Board of

4

Education shall must submit for approval or rejection the question of the change of boundary to the qualified voters of the

5

district or districts affected at a special referendum to be held for that purpose, after 2 weeks' notice of the referendum and

6

proposed change has been posted at the school or schools of the district or districts affected. The referendum shall must be

7

conducted in each district by the school board of the district. Any person who possesses the qualifications prescribed in §

8

1077 of this title may vote at the referendum. The question shall must be determined by a majority of the total vote cast in

9

each district affected. Each school board shall must immediately certify to the State Board of Education the result of the

10

referendum in the district.

11

(c) Subject to subsection (a) of this section, the State Board of Education may change or alter the boundaries of

12

any reorganized school district without a referendum of the voters if the written consent of the owners of the real property

13

to be transferred has been obtained and if also the school boards of the districts affected by such change or alteration have

14

adopted resolutions favoring such change or alteration.”

15
16

FURTHER AMEND House Bill No. 222 by deleting lines 17 through 78 in their entirety and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

17

(3)a. In its decision and order to change or alter a school district boundary under this subsection, the State

18

Board of Education shall adopt a transition, resource, and implementation plan. The plan shall be developed by the

19

Wilmington Education Improvement Commission, for presentation to and approval by the State Board, and shall, at a

20

minimum, provide for The State Board of Education shall make its decision and order to change or alter district

21

boundaries under this subsection based on the recommendations of the Consortium as expressed in a transition,

22

resource, and implementation plan for redistricting. The recommendation and plan developed by the Consortium for

23

presentation to the State Board of Education must include all of the following:
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24
25

a. 1. The orderly and minimally disruptive reassignment of students affected by the boundary change
and the reassignment of governance responsibilities; responsibilities.

26
27

b. 2. Implications for educators, administrators, and other personnel that may lead to equitable
adjustments to local collective bargaining agreements; agreements.

28

c. 3. Recommendations on resources Resources that will be required, from state, district, and local

29

sources, to support the redistricting transition and provide for the effective ongoing education of all affected

30

students, and for the support of schools with high concentrations of low income students and English language

31

learners; Learners.

32

d. 4. Student transportation; transportation.

33

e. 5. Distribution of capital assets; and assets and financial obligations or a process for such

34

distribution.

35
36

f. 6. Engagement of educators, staff, parents, district personnel, and community members throughout
the transition.

37

The plan shall permit students to continue their attendance at the school they attended prior to the boundary

38

change, with tuition payments by the sending district as provided in Chapter 6 of this title, until such time as the pupils

39

complete the grade levels offered in that school. If the State Board does not approve the plan as submitted by the

40

Wilmington Education Improvement Commission, it shall notify the chairperson of the Commission in writing, give

41

reasons why the plan was not approved, and allow the Commission to resubmit the plan within 60 days of the chairperson

42

receiving the notice of denial.

43
44
45
46

(4) The State Board shall base its decision to change or alter school district boundaries on a record developed in
compliance with state open meetings laws.
(5) The authority of the Wilmington Education Improvement Commission and the State Board of Education to act
under the provisions of this subsection shall terminate on March 31, 2016.

47
48

7. Directives for improving secondary education options for City of Wilmington students, such as the
provision of additional secondary schools.

49

8. Redrawing of district boundaries in Wilmington and northern New Castle County to better serve

50

the educational interests of all students, including reducing the concentration of low-income students and

51

improving educational services and supports for English Learners and other students at risk.

52
53

9. An assessment of the educational needs of City of Wilmington students and the resources required
to meet those needs.
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54

10. A stipulation that the funding statewide and locally will facilitate effective implementation of the

55

proposed comprehensive plan in a manner that will improve the educational outcomes for all of the students

56

impacted by that plan.

57
58

11. A timetable for implementing each element of the redistricting plan and the designated
responsibility for carrying out responsibilities until the date of full implementation.

59

12. A process for the ongoing monitoring and evaluation of the educational impacts and outcomes of

60

implementation, which will include an annual report by the Consortium to the Governor, the General

61

Assembly, the Secretary of Education, and the State Board of Education.

62

13. The plan must permit students to continue their attendance at the school they attended prior to the

63

boundary change with tuition payments made by the sending district as provided in Chapter 6 of this title until

64

such time as the pupils complete the grade levels offered in that school.

65

b. The Consortium’s recommendation and plan may include all of the following:

66

1. Recommendations for changes in policies and practices that will improve the coordination and

67

collaboration among districts and charter schools serving students in the City of Wilmington and New Castle

68

County, including changes in the authorization of charter schools.

69
70

2. Recommendations for improvements to access to high-quality early education programs for all
students in the areas impacted by the proposed change in district boundaries.

71
72

3. Recommendations for improvements of the provision and coordination of before and after-school
services for students and families in the areas impacted by the proposed change in district boundaries.

73

4. Recommendations for policies and practices associated with student assignment and school choice.

74

5. Recommendations for addressing additional transportation costs generated by enabling students to

75

complete their studies in schools attended prior to the boundary changes.

76

c. All school districts, including the New Castle County Vocational-Technical School District, and all

77

charter schools operating in the City of Wilmington and New Castle County must cooperate fully with the

78

Consortium in the development of the redistricting plan, including the timely provision of student, financial,

79

personnel, and facilities data as well as other operational data.

80

d. The Consortium’s recommendation and plan must be reviewed and acted upon by the State Board of

81

Education on or after January 1, 2021 and no later than April 1, 2021 to take effect on or after July 1, 2023 and no

82

later than July 1, 2025.”
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83
84

FURTHER AMEND House Bill No. 222 on line 79 by inserting "of Education" after "Board" and before "does"
therein.

85
86

FURTHER AMEND House Bill No. 222 on line 82 by inserting "of Education" after "Board" and before "must"
therein.
SYNOPSIS
This amendment makes technical corrections to conform to the drafting manual. It also states that the
Consortium’s plan must be reviewed by the State Board of Education State Board of Education on or after January 1, 2021
and no later than April 1, 2021 to take effect on or after July 1, 2023 and no later than July 1, 2025.
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