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SPONSOR:  Sen. Wilson & Rep. Vanderwende

DELAWARE STATE SENATE
150th GENERAL ASSEMBLY

SENATE BILL NO. 195

AN ACT TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF GREENWOOD.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE (Two-thirds of all members 
elected to each house thereof concurring therein):

1 Section 1. Amend the Charter of Greenwood by repealing Section 3 in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 

2 insertions as shown by underline as follows:

3 Annexation Of Territory

4 Section 3.

5 The Town has power to annex additional contiguous territory adjoining the corporate limits of the Town and to 

6 apply to annexed additional territory a law, ordinance, resolution, or policy in force in the Town to the annexed territory. 

7 For purposes of this section, "contiguous" means that a part of the boundary of the territory sought to be annexed is 

8 coterminous with a part of the boundary of the Town or coterminous with another territory proposed for annexation that is 

9 coterminous with the boundary of the Town; provided, however, that a territory whose contiguity to the Town’s boundary 

10 is dependent on the contiguity of a connecting territory may be annexed only if the connecting territory is also annexed. 

11 (a) Initiation of Annexation Proceedings.

12 (1) By Petition of the Property Owner. A property owner of territory contiguous to the existing corporate 

13 limits of the Town may petition the Town Council in writing to annex the property owner’s territory to the Town. A 

14 petition under this paragraph must be duly executed and acknowledged by the petitioner, describe the territory 

15 proposed for annexation, state the reasons for the requested annexation, and identify the proposed zoning district 

16 classification for the territory. The Town Council may, within 90 days following the filing of the petition in the Town 

17 Office, vote to accept the petition and proceed under subsection (b) of this section, or to reject the petition. A petition 

18 not accepted within 90 days is void, and a petition for the annexation of the territory may not be resubmitted to the 

19 Town Council for reconsideration until 1 year from the date of the original annexation petition. 

20 (2) Resolution of the Town Council. The Town Council may adopt a resolution proposing the annexation of a 

21 territory contiguous to the Town. A resolution under this paragraph must describe the territory proposed to be annexed, 

22 state the reasons for the proposed annexation, and identify the proposed zoning district classification for the territory. 
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23 Upon adoption of a resolution under this paragraph, the Town Council shall adopt a resolution under subsection (b) of 

24 this section. The resolution under this paragraph may be adopted at the same Town Council meeting at which the 

25 resolution required in subsection (b)(1) is also adopted.

26 (b) Annexation Procedure. After annexation is proposed under subsection (a) of this section, the annexation 

27 procedure is as follows:

28 (1) Resolution and Notice. The Town Council shall adopt a resolution notifying property owners and residents 

29 of the Town and the territory proposed for annexation that the Town proposes to annex the territory which adjoins its 

30 then-corporate limits. 

31 a. A resolution under this paragraph (b)(1) of this section must contain all of the following:

32 1. Describe the territory proposed for annexation.

33 2. Identify the zoning district classification proposed for the territory.

34 3. State that a qualified resident has the right to object to the annexation.

35 4. Fix a time and place for a public hearing on the proposed annexation and zoning. 

36 b. A resolution under this paragraph (b)(1) of this section may also provide that if the annexation is 

37 finally approved, the Town is not obligated to provide municipal services or extend municipal facilities or 

38 improvements unless and until the Town Council, in the sole exercise of its reasonable discretion, determines that 

39 it is appropriate for the Town to do so or the owner or developer of a territory, or portion of the territory, proposed 

40 for annexation, binds itself to any of the following as required by the Town:

41 1. To pay in full all costs and expenses, with reasonable surety acceptable to the Town, to provide the 

42 municipal services.

43 2. To extend or construct the municipal facilities and improvements to serve such lands in strict 

44 accordance with all governing federal, State, and Town regulations and standards. 

45 c. After adopting a resolution under this paragraph (b)(1) of this section, the Town Council must do all of 

46 the following between 14 and 60 days before the date set for the hearing:

47 1. Publish a public notice containing the full text of the resolution no less than 1 time in a newspaper 

48 of general circulation in the Town in bold print or bordered in black. 

49 2. Post a public notice containing the full text of the resolution in at least 5 public places in the Town 

50 and in at least 1 place, viewable to the public, in the territory proposed to be annexed.

51 3. Comply with the applicable provisions of Chapter 92 of Title 29.
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52 4. Send a copy of the public notice, via certified mail, to the owners of record of the lands proposed 

53 to be included in the annexation at their addresses as shown on the public tax records. Written notice to 1 co-

54 owner constitutes notice to all.

55 (2) A qualified resident may file a written objection to the annexation with the Town at any time before the 

56 close of the public hearing held under paragraph (b)(3) of this section. For purposes of this section, a “qualified 

57 resident” means an individual residing in the territory proposed for annexation who is not a property owner but who is 

58 qualified under paragraph (b)(6)a.2. of this section to vote for the annexation. 

59 (3) Public Hearing. At the public hearing, the Town Council shall hear comments and opinion and obtain facts 

60 from the public regarding the proposed annexation and proposed zoning district classification. The Town Council is 

61 not bound to act in response to information or comments offered at the public hearing.

62 (4) Annexations Not Requiring Special Election; Resolution Ordering Special Election. 

63 a. The Town Council may, within 6 months of the public hearing and without holding a special election, 

64 vote to accept the annexation by adopting a final resolution annexing the territory under paragraph (b)(10) of this 

65 section if all of the following apply:

66 1. The proposed annexation is either initiated at the written petition of all of the owners of record of 

67 all lands proposed for the annexation or consented to in a notarized writing signed by all the owners and 

68 submitted to the Town Council no later than the conclusion of the public hearing held under paragraph (b)(3) of 

69 this section.

70 2. The Town has not received a written objection from a qualified resident of the territory proposed 

71 for annexation. 

72 b. If all owners of property considered for annexation do not petition or consent to annexation or if a 

73 qualified resident of the territory proposed for annexation submits a written objection, the Town Council may 

74 adopt a resolution ordering a special election regarding the proposed annexation. This resolution is also the 

75 determination of the Town Council to proceed with the annexation and zoning district classification proposed in 

76 the resolution if the election results are in favor of the annexation. A resolution under this paragraph (b)(4)b. of 

77 this section must do all of the following:

78 1. Set the date, time, and place of the special election, which must be between 14 and 60 days after 

79 the date of the resolution proposing the special election. 

80 2. Describe the territory proposed for annexation and the zoning district classifications that will be 

81 assigned to the territory if annexed. 
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82 (5) Notice of Special Election. The Town Council must publish notice containing the full text of the resolution 

83 adopted under paragraph (b)(4)b. of this section as required under paragraph (b)(1)c. of this section.

84 (6) Voting.

85 a. The following persons are entitled to 1 vote in a special election under this section:

86 1. An individual residing in the territory proposed for annexation if the individual is a United States 

87 citizen, 18 years or older, and has continuously been a bona fide resident of the territory for 30 days or more 

88 before the special election.

89 2. An individual or legal entity owning record title to real property in a parcel proposed for 

90 annexation is entitled to 1 vote.

91 b. Paragraph (b)(6)a. of this section must be construed with the principle of “1 person, 1 vote”. If a voter 

92 is entitled to vote by virtue of both residence and ownership of property or is entitled to vote by ownership of 2 or 

93 more parcels of real property, that voter is entitled to only 1 vote.

94 c. An individual or a legal entity entitled to vote under paragraph (b)(6)a. of this section may cast a vote 

95 by a duly executed and acknowledged power of attorney and the power of attorney constitutes conclusive evidence 

96 of the right of the individual to vote in the special election on behalf of the legal entity or individual granting the 

97 power if the power of attorney is filed as follows:

98 1. The power of attorney must be surrendered to the Board of Special Elections.

99 2. The Board of Special Elections must file the power of attorney in the Office of the Town Manager. 

100 (7) Conduct of the Special Election. The form of ballot for a special election under this section is as follows:

101 ____ For the proposed annexation.

102 ____ Against the proposed annexation.

103 (8) The Town Board of Elections appointed under Section 7(f) shall act as a Board of Special Elections for the 

104 annexation and is the sole and final judge of the legality of the votes offered at the special election. The Board shall 

105 keep a true and accurate list of each individual and legal entity who votes. The polling place must be open for the 

106 period of time that the Town Council determines is reasonable and appropriate, but the polling place must be open for 

107 no less than 1 hour. A person in the polling place at the time the polls close must be permitted to cast a vote.

108 (9) Results of Special Election; final resolution. The territory proposed to be annexed is considered approved 

109 for annexation if a majority of the votes in the special election are cast in favor of the proposed annexation.

110 (10)a. The Town Council must adopt a final resolution annexing the territory that includes all of the 

111 following:
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112 1. A statement that includes the annexed territory within the limits of the Town.

113 2. The zoning district classification of the territory.

114 3. If the resolution proposing annexation under paragraph (b)(1) of this section provided that the 

115 Town is not obligated to provide municipal services or to extend municipal facilities or improvements to the 

116 annexed territory, a statement containing the same provisions. 

117 b. Copies of the final resolution under paragraph (b)(10)a. of this section, signed by the Mayor and 

118 certified by the secretary, with municipal seal affixed, together with a plot of the area annexed, must be filed 

119 immediately for record in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds in and for Sussex County and sent to the Office of 

120 State Planning or its successor agency. 

121 c. The Town Council may publish and post notice of the final resolution annexing the territory as follows:

122 1. Published no less than 1 time in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town.

123 2. Posted in at least 5 public places in the Town and in at least 1 place, viewable to the public, in the 

124 territory annexed.

125 3. Be in bold print or bordered in black and include a description of the territory annexed and the 

126 zoning district classification. 

127 4. State that a challenge to the annexation must be filed within 60 days from the date of the first 

128 publication or posting of the notice. 

129 d. The territory annexed is part of the Town from the date of the adoption of the final resolution. Failure 

130 to record the resolution, the plot accompanying the resolution, or to publish or post notice of the final annexation 

131 resolution does not invalidate the annexation.

132 (11) Simultaneous Annexation Proceedings. If multiple parcels otherwise meet the requirements of this section 

133 for contiguity, in conducting the special election, the Town Council may do any of the following:

134 a. Combine all contiguous parcels proposed for annexation as 1 "territory".

135 b. Simultaneously conduct a special election for each parcel or a combination of contiguous parcels.

136 (12)a. Annexation Agreements. Annexations may be made contingent on an annexation agreement with the 

137 Town that addresses each matter relevant to the annexed lands if annexed, such as zoning, subdivision approval, site 

138 plan approval, tax relief, public utilities, and public improvements. If the Town Council approves an annexation 

139 agreement, the agreement is deemed a material part of the annexation, and the Town and the petitioners are bound to 

140 honor the provisions of the agreement unless released by the other party.
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141 b. An annexation agreement may not extend beyond 7 years from the date the property is annexed into the 

142 Town and is void and unenforceable after the expiration of 7 years. The termination of an annexation agreement 

143 does not impact the annexed property’s status as being included in the Town’s municipal boundaries.

144 c. An annexation agreement may be modified or amended by mutual agreement of the petitioner and the 

145 Town Council at any time before the resolution ordering the special election under paragraph (b)(4)b. of this 

146 section or, when a special election is not required, the adoption of the final resolution under paragraph (b)(10) of 

147 this section. A substantial modification or amendment to an annexation agreement constitutes the withdrawal of 

148 the original petition and the filing of a new annexation petition.

149 (13) Property Owned by the State of Delaware; Highways, Streets, Roads, and Alleys; Ponds, Canals, 

150 Streams, and Other Waters.

151 a. Real property owned by the State of Delaware may be annexed into the Town without the State casting 

152 a vote in the special election, provided the State agency having control and supervision of the real property does 

153 not provide the Town with written notice of an objection to the annexation within 30 days after notice of the 

154 resolution proposing the annexation under paragraph (b)(4)b. of this section.

155 b. Highways, Streets, Roads, and Alleys; Ponds, Canals, Streams, and Other Waters. Contiguity with the 

156 Town's existing corporate limits, or with other territory that is contiguous with the Town's existing corporate 

157 limits, is not interrupted by the existence of a highway, street, road, alley, pond, canal, stream, or other body of 

158 water running parallel with and between the Town and the parcel sought to be annexed. However, this paragraph 

159 (b)(13)b. of this section may not be construed to allow a right of way, utility easement, waterway, or like entity to 

160 be annexed in "corridor" fashion or to be utilized as a corridor route for annexation to create contiguity.

161 (14) Limitations. An action contesting the annexation of a territory under this section may not be brought after 

162 the expiration of 60 days from the publication of a notice under paragraph (b)(10)c.  

163 (15) Re-submission of Proposed Annexation. Nothing in this section prohibits the Town Council from 

164 resubmitting a proposal for annexation to the voters of a territory, or a portion thereof, under this section.

165 Section 2. Amend Section 9 of the Charter of Greenwood by making deletions as shown by strike through and 

166 insertions as shown by underline as follows:

167 Regular And Special Meetings

168 Section 9.

169 (a) The Town Council of The Town of Greenwood shall hold at least one (1) 1 meeting in each month, the time 

170 and days of the meeting to be determined by Resolution of the Town Council. If the day selected by the Town Council shall 
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171 be is a legal holiday, the monthly meeting of the Town Council of The Town of Greenwood shall must be held on the next 

172 succeeding regular business day. 

173 (b) The Town Council may cancel a monthly meeting by posting notice of the meeting’s cancelation that states the 

174 reason for the cancelation in the locations where the meeting’s agenda is typically posted. 

175 (c)(1) The Secretary shall call a Special meetings shall be called by the Secretary special meeting upon the written 

176 request of the Mayor of The the Town of Greenwood, or upon the written request of any two (2) 2 members of the Town 

177 Council of The the Town of Greenwood, stating Greenwood. A written request for a special meeting must state the day, 

178 hour hour, and place of the special meeting requested, and the subject or subjects proposed to be considered thereat. at the 

179 special meeting. 

180 (2) The Secretary shall thereon give written notice to the Mayor and to each member of the Town Council of 

181 the day, hour hour, and place of such the special meeting and the subject or subjects to be considered thereat. at the 

182 special meeting Such notice of the Secretary shall be deposited by doing either of the following at least 48 hours before 

183 the time of the special meeting:

184 a. Depositing the notice of the special meeting in the United States mail in the main Post Office of The 

185 Town of Greenwood at least forty‑eight (48) hours before the time of said special meeting; provided, however, that 

186 a Greenwood.

187 b. Sending the notice through electronic communication.

188 (3) The notice required under paragraph (c)(2) of this section may be waived by a written waiver of such the 

189 notice signed by the Mayor of The Town of Greenwood and by all members of the Town Council prior to before or 

190 immediately upon convening of the said such the special meeting shall make such written notice unnecessary and shall 

191 meeting. A waiver of notice under this paragraph (c)(3) of this section may authorize and make valid the holding of a 

192 special meeting at any the time named in the waiver and the transaction of any business considered at the meeting if the 

193 waiver so states. special meeting. 

194 Section 3. Amend Section 10 of the Charter of Greenwood by making deletions as shown by strike through and 

195 insertions as shown by underline as follows:

196 Quorum

197 Section 10.

198 (a) A majority of the members elected to the Town Council shall constitute constitutes a quorum at any a regular 

199 or special meeting; but a lesser number meeting.
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200 (b) Unless otherwise permitted by this Charter, an ordinance, resolution, motion, order, or other act of the Town 

201 Council is valid only if the act receives the affirmative vote of a majority of the sitting members of the Town Council. For 

202 purposes of this section, “sitting members” includes all council members serving on the Town Council at the time a vote 

203 occurs and does not include a council seat that is vacant.   

204 (c) The Town Council may adjourn from time to time and may compel take any of the following actions without a 

205 quorum:

206 (1) Adjourn a meeting.

207 (2) Compel the attendance of absent members in such the manner and under such the penalties as may be 

208 prescribed permitted by Ordinance. 

209 Section 4. Amend Section 11 of the Charter of Greenwood by making deletions as shown by strike through and 

210 insertions as shown by underline as follows:

211 Rules And Minutes Of The Town Council

212 Section 11.

213 The Town Council shall determine its own rules and order of business and shall business. The Town Council shall 

214 keep a journal minutes of its proceedings and proceedings. The minutes must include the yeas and nays shall be taken upon 

215 the passage of every ordinance and resolution and shall be entered in the journal with the text of the ordinance or resolution. 

216 on each vote taken by the Town Council.

217 Section 5. Amend Section 14 of the Charter of Greenwood by making deletions as shown by strike through and 

218 insertions as shown by underline as follows:

219 Contracts

220 Section 14.

221 (b) All contracts for the purchase of materials or for the furnishing of services authorized or permitted by this 

222 Charter shall must be accomplished by competitive bidding and the awarding of contracts to the lowest responsible bidder 

223 who submits a responsive bid; provided, however, bid. that competitive Competitive bidding shall is not be required in any 

224 of the following circumstances:

225 (1) The aggregate amount involved is not more than Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00); $50,000.

226 (2) The purchase or contract is for personal or professional services; services.

227 (3) The purchase or contract is for any service rendered by a University, college university, college, or other 

228 educational institution; institution.
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229 (4) The purchase or contract is for any a service to be rendered by the State of Delaware or any a political 

230 subdivision; subdivision.

231 (5) The purchase or contract is for property or services a service for which it is impracticable to obtain 

232 competition; competition.

233 (6) The public exigency, as determined by the Town Council, will not permit the delay incident to advertising; 

234 [Reserved]. 

235 (7) The materials to be purchased are to be used to complete a project under the supervision of the Town; 

236 Town.

237 (8) The purchase or contract is for property or services a service for which the Town Council determines the 

238 prices received after competitive bidding are unreasonable as to all or part of the requirement or not independently 

239 reached in open competition; competition.

240 (9) A public emergency emergency, as determined by the Town Council Council, exists.

241 (10) The purchase or contract is for property for which the distance involved or other factors in order to have 

242 maintenance performed, as determined by the Town Council, is unreasonable.

243 (c) A contract may be awarded to a bidder other than the lowest responsible and responsive bidder if, in the 

244 opinion of the Town Council, the interest of the Town is be better served by awarding the contract to another bidder. 

245 (d) Determination of a Responsive Bid and Responsible Bidder. A responsive bid must conform in all material 

246 aspects to the requirements and criteria set forth in the contract plans and specifications. The following factors must be 

247 considered when determining if a bidder is responsible: 

248 (1) The bidder’s financial, physical, personnel, or other resources, including subcontracts.

249 (2) The bidder’s record of performance and integrity.

250 (3) If the bidder is qualified legally to contract with the Town.

251 (4) If the bidder supplied all the necessary information concerning its responsiveness.

252 (5) Any other specific criteria permitted under Town, State, or federal law for the procurement that the Town 

253 establishes in the invitation to bid.

254 (e) The Town Council may reject any or all bids on any contract prior to the award of the contract for any reason 

255 that is in the best interest of the Town.

256 Section 6. Amend Section 15 of the Charter of Greenwood by making deletions as shown by strike through and 

257 insertions as shown by underline as follows:

258 Duties Of The Mayor Of The Town Council
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259 Section 15.

260 (a)(1) The Town Councilman elected by the members of the Town Council shall elect a member of the Town 

261 Council to be the Mayor of the Town Council, shall Council. 

262 (2) The Mayor of the Town Council is also be the Mayor of The Town of Greenwood and shall preside at all 

263 meetings of the Town Council, but shall vote only on all matters brought before the Town Council in which there is a 

264 tie. He/she shall appoint all committees, receive complaints of nuisances, and other complaints of citizens concerning 

265 violations of law and ordinances. He/she shall present a report of complaints and nuisances and violations of law and 

266 ordinances to the Town Council at the first regular meeting after receiving such complaints. Council. The Mayor may 

267 vote on all matters brought before the Town Council.

268 (3) The Mayor shall perform such other duties and have such other powers as the Town Council shall 

269 determine not in determines that do not conflict with the provisions of this Charter. 

270 (b) The Mayor may, for any reasonable cause, by and with the consent and upon the address of a majority of all 

271 the members of the Town Council, remove from office any person appointed by him/her or any of his/her predecessors. The 

272 person against whom the Council may be about to proceed shall receive five (5) days' written notice thereof, accompanied 

273 by a statement of the cause alleged for the removal and shall be accorded a full and fair hearing, if such a request is 

274 received by the Mayor by certified mail with return receipt requested within ten (10) days following the date that notice of 

275 removal is received by such person. [Reserved].

276 (c) The Mayor may appoint such other committees as he/she deems necessary for the proper administration of The 

277 Town of Greenwood or the Council may, by resolution, authorize the Mayor to appoint certain committees which are 

278 deemed necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act. 

279 (1) The Mayor shall recommend the appointment of committees, subject to Town Council confirmation.

280 (2) A committee serves at the direction, and under the authority, of the Town Council.

281 (3) A committee may be formed for the purpose of gathering and reporting information to the Town Council 

282 that is necessary for the Town Council to make an informed decision and for any other purposes under Delaware law.

283 (4) The Mayor may, subject to confirmation by the Town Council, reorganize the composition of a committee 

284 at any time, with or without cause.

285 (d) It shall be is the duty of the Vice-Mayor of the Town Council, in the absence of or inability of the Mayor to 

286 act, to preside at all meetings of the Town Council and to perform such other duties and to have such other powers of the 

287 Mayor as are prescribed by under the Charter of The Town of Greenwood or by any an ordinance of the Town Council. 



Page 11 of 33
LC : DIG : CM
5971500229

Released: 12/16/2019  10:28 AM

288 Section 7. Amend Section 16 of the Charter of Greenwood by making deletions as shown by strike through and 

289 insertions as shown by underline as follows:

290 Secretary

291 Section 16.

292 (a) The Secretary shall have charge and oversee the custody of books, journals, records, papers papers, and other 

293 effects of the Town and shall keep the same all of the following in a safe and secure place. He shall keep a place: 

294 (1) A full and complete record of all the transactions in The Town of Greenwood and meetings of the Town 

295 Council. He shall be a voting member of all committees and shall keep a record of the transactions and proceedings of 

296 the same, together with such other duties as may be prescribed by this Charter or by ordinances or rule of the Town 

297 Council of The Town of Greenwood. He shall file and keep in a safe place the 

298 (2) The seal of The the Town of Greenwood and all Greenwood.

299 (3) All papers and documents arising out of the proceedings of the Town Council of The the Town of 

300 Greenwood relative to the affairs of the Town. He shall deliver the same to his successor in office. He shall attest the 

301 seal of The Town of Greenwood when authorized by the Town Council and shall perform such other duties and have 

302 such other powers as may be prescribed by ordinance.

303 (b) All books, records and journals of The Town of Greenwood in the custody of the Secretary may, in the

304 presence of the Mayor, Vice-Mayor, Secretary, Assistant Secretary, or any member of the Town Council of The

305 Town of Greenwood be inspected by any registered voter of the Town desiring legitimate information at any

306 time, or times, as may be convenient and will not interfere with the regular routine of the business of the Town. The 

307 Secretary shall attest the seal of the Town of Greenwood when authorized by the Town Council.

308 (c) All books, records, papers and documents in the custody of the Secretary shall be open for inspection by 

309 members of the Town Council of The Town of Greenwood. The Secretary shall perform other duties and have other powers 

310 as may be prescribed by ordinance.

311 (d) Compensation, if any, of the Secretary for his duties, shall be determined by the Town Council. [Reserved].

312 Section 8. Amend Section 19 of the Charter of Greenwood by making deletions as shown by strike through and 

313 insertions as shown by underline as follows:

314 Town Manager

315 Section 19.
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316 (a) The Mayor of The Town of Greenwood, Mayor, with the concurrence of a majority of all the elected members 

317 of the Town Council, may appoint a Town Manager who shall to be the Chief Administrative Officer of the Town at such 

318 compensation as shall be determined by the Town Council. 

319 (b) The Town Council of The Town of Greenwood shall impose such the necessary qualifications for Town 

320 Manager Manager, as may be deemed necessary; provided, however, that but no person individual holding the office of 

321 Mayor or a member of Town Councilman shall Council may be chosen to be Town Manager during his the individual’s 

322 term of office as Mayor or Councilman. member of Town Council.

323 (c)(1) The Town Manager shall hold holds office for an either of the following terms:

324 a. An indefinite term and term.

325 b. A term of employment under an employment contract.

326 (2)a. The Town Manager may be removed for just cause by a majority vote of the Town Council of The the 

327 Town of Greenwood. 

328 b. At least thirty (30) 30 days before such removal shall become under paragraph (c)(2) of this section 

329 becomes effective, the Town Council shall, by a majority vote of all the elected members thereof, adopt a 

330 preliminary resolution stating shall provide the Town Manager with written notice of dismissal that includes the 

331 reasons for his removal. 

332 c. The Town Council may suspend the Town Manager from duty, with or without pay. If the Town 

333 Council suspends the Town Manager, the Town Council must pay the Town Manager the unpaid balance of the 

334 salary the Town Manager earned prior to the suspension.

335 d. The Within 15 days of the notice under paragraph (c)(2)b. of this section, the Town Manager may reply 

336 in writing and may request a public hearing which shall hearing. 

337 e. A hearing requested under paragraph (c)(2)d. of this section must be held not no earlier than twenty 

338 (20) 20 days before nor and no later than thirty (30) 30 days after the filing of such request. request unless the 

339 Town and the Town Manager otherwise agree.

340 f. After such public hearing, if one be requested, a hearing under paragraph (c)(2)e. of this section, and 

341 after full consideration, the Town Council, by a majority vote of all the elected members thereof, Council may 

342 adopt a final resolution of removal. By the preliminary resolution, the vote to terminate the Town Manager. Town 

343 Council may suspend the Town Manager from duty with or without pay but shall in any case cause to be paid him 

344 forthwith any unpaid balance of his salary. 



Page 13 of 33
LC : DIG : CM
5971500229

Released: 12/16/2019  10:28 AM

345 (3) If the Town Council hires a Town Manager under the terms of a written employment contract, the Town 

346 Council may decide to not renew the Town Manager’s contract without a finding of just cause and without holding a 

347 hearing.

348 (d) In case of the absence or disability of the Town Manager, the Town Council may designate some a qualified 

349 person as Acting Town Manager to perform the duties of such the office during his the Town Manager’s absence or 

350 disability. The Town Council shall establish the compensation which the Acting Town Manager shall receive receives for 

351 the performance of his duties shall be fixed by the Town Council of The Town of Greenwood. the duties of Town Manager.

352 (e)(1) The Town Manager shall be is responsible to the Town Council of The Town of Greenwood for the proper 

353 administration of the affairs of the Town of Greenwood placed in his charge and to that end, he shall have the Town 

354 Manager’s charge.

355 (2)a. The Town Manager has the power to make such appointments and to hire such employees at such 

356 compensations as are with the compensation authorized by the Town Council, subject to such the rules and regulations 

357 as may be adopted by that the Town Council. Council adopts. All employees shall be hired for an indefinite term and 

358 may be suspended with or without pay by the Town Manager at any time unless otherwise provided by resolution of 

359 Council and shall report all such suspensions to the Town Council at the next meeting of such Town Council whenever 

360 such meeting be a regular meeting or a special meeting. The Town Council of The Town of Greenwood shall sit as a 

361 Board of Appeal for the protection of Town employees at those times when the majority of all the Town Council are 

362 agreed that a review of the action of the Town Manager would be in the best interest of The Town of Greenwood. The 

363 decision of the Town Council in such case shall be final and conclusive. 

364 b. Except as provided under Section 19 for the Town Manager and Section 22 for the Police Force, 

365 employees are hired for an indefinite term and are at will employees.

366 c. In accordance with the employment policies and procedures that the Town Council adopts, the Town 

367 Manager may terminate an employee or may suspend an employee, with or without pay. 

368 (3) The Town Manager serves as the Tax Collector for the Town, unless the Town Council appoints another 

369 individual or entity as Tax Collector. 

370 (f) It is the intention of this Charter that, in the performance of his the Town Manager’s duties, and in the exercise 

371 of his the Town Manager’s powers, the Town Manager shall must not be influenced by any matters whatsoever a matter of 

372 a political or fractional nature. It is the intention of this Charter that the Town Manager shall be is guided solely by matters 

373 of expedience and efficiency in the administration of the affairs of the Town placed in his the Town Manager’s charge. 
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374 Except for purposes of inquiry, the Town Council shall deal with that portion of the administrative service for which the 

375 Town Manager is responsible solely through the Town Manager.

376 (g) It shall be the duty of the The Town Manager to shall do all of the following: supervise 

377 (1) Supervise the administration of the affairs of the Town under his chare and the Town Manager’s charge.

378 (2) Make to make such reports to the Town Council as are required by the Town Council. He shall make such 

379 recommendations 

380 (3) Make recommendations to the Town Council concerning the affairs of the Town as may seem to him 

381 desirable. desirable to the Town Manager. He shall keep 

382 (4) Keep the Town Council advised of the financial condition and future needs of the Town. He shall prepare

383 (5) Prepare and submit to the Town Council the annual budget estimate. He shall render 

384 (6) Render to the Town Council at the each regular monthly meeting of each and every month a true, accurate 

385 accurate, and detailed account of all moneys collected or received by him the Town Manager in the performance of his 

386 the Town Manager’s duties and shall promptly turn the same moneys over to the Town Council.

387 (7) The Town Manager shall perform other duties as may be prescribed by this Charter or required by 

388 Ordinance or Resolution of the Town Council.

389 (h) In conjunction with the Mayor of The Town of Greenwood, he shall sign warrants pursuant to appropriations 

390 or resolutions theretofore made for the Town Council. He shall prepare and submit to the Town Council such reports as 

391 may be required by the Town Council. He shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed by this Charter or required 

392 of him by Ordinance or Resolution of the Town Council. [Reserved].

393 (i) The Town Manager and such other officers of the Town as may be designated by vote of the Town Council 

394 shall be entitled to a seat in the meetings of the Town Council, but shall not vote therein. [Reserved].

395 (j) The Town Manager shall have has charge and supervision of the streets, gutters, curbs, sidewalks, parks parks, 

396 and other administrative affairs of the Town and all work relating thereto. He shall have The Town Manager has charge of 

397 and shall collect all collects taxes, assessments, rentals, license fees, or other charges due the Town. He The Town Manager 

398 shall have has the charge of the administration of all provisions of this Charter and Ordinances and Resolutions of the Town 

399 Council relating to the affairs of the Town when not otherwise provided for by this Charter or by any Ordinance or 

400 Resolution of the Town Council. He shall The Town Manager is by virtue of his the office be the Town Treasurer. 

401 Treasurer, unless the Town Council appoints someone else as Town Treasurer.
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402 (k) He The Town Manager shall keep a full and strict account of all monies moneys received and all disbursements 

403 made by him the Town Manager. and such accounts shall, The account is, at all times, be open to inspection to the Town 

404 Council. the Town Council’s inspection.

405 (l) The Town Manager shall give to The the Town of Greenwood a bond, if required by the Town Council, 

406 Council requires, in such the sum and form and with such security satisfactory to the Town Council for the faithful 

407 performance of the duties of his the office and the restoration to The the Town of Greenwood, in case of his the Town 

408 Manager’s death, resignation, or removal from office, all books, papers, vouchers, money money, and other property of 

409 whatever kind in his the Town Manager’s possession belonging to the Town. If someone other than the Town Manager is 

410 appointed Town Treasurer, the Town may require the Town Treasurer to be bonded as outlined in this paragraph.

411 (m) In the event of a vacancy in the office of the Town Manager for any reason or reasons whatsoever, Manager, 

412 the duly appointed duly-appointed and qualified successor to that office shall succeed succeeds to all the rights, privileges 

413 privileges, and powers theretofore reposed in his the predecessor or predecessors in the office in the same manner as though 

414 all acts, each act, deeds deed, and steps theretofore step taken by any such the predecessor or predecessors with respect to 

415 any a matter or thing pertaining to said the office had been taken or performed by the successor to such the office.

416 (n) Upon the death, resignation, or removal from office of the Town Manager, the Town Council shall appoint 

417 some a suitable person, person as Acting Town Manager, who may be an elected or appointed official of The the Town of 

418 Greenwood, to perform the duties of Town Manager; provided, however, such but the person shall may not serve for a 

419 period exceeding ninety (90) more than 90 days from the date of his appointment. appointment as Acting Town Manager.

420 Section 9. Amend Section 20 of the Charter of Greenwood by making deletions as shown by strike through and 

421 insertions as shown by underline as follows:

422 Town Solicitor

423 Section 20.

424 (a) The Mayor of The Town of Greenwood, Mayor, with the advise advice and consent of a majority of the elected 

425 members of the Town Council, shall select and appoint a Town Solicitor for an indefinite term who shall be removable at 

426 the pleasure of the term. The Town Council of The Town of Greenwood either may remove the Town Solicitor with or 

427 without due cause stated. 

428 (b) The Town Solicitor shall must be a member in good standing of the Bar of the State of Delaware, with offices 

429 in Sussex County. It shall be his duty to Delaware.

430 (c) The Town Solicitor shall give legal advice to the Town Council and other officers of the Town and to perform 

431 other legal services as the Town Council may be required of him by the Town Council. require.
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432 Section 10. Amend Section 22 of the Charter of Greenwood by making deletions as shown by strike through and 

433 insertions as shown by underline as follows:

434 Police Force 

435 Section 22.

436 (a)(1) The Town Council shall, from time to time, shall make such rules and regulations as may be that are 

437 necessary for the organization, government government, and control of the police force. 

438 (2) The police force shall preserve peace and order and shall compel obedience within the Town limits to the 

439 Ordinances of the Town and the laws of the State of Delaware. The police force shall have such has other duties as the 

440 Town Council shall, from time to time, prescribe. The Chief of Police shall be appointed by the Mayor for an indefinite 

441 term by and with the advice and consent of a majority of all the elected members of the Town Council and at such 

442 compensation as shall be determined by the Town Council. All The Town Council shall determine the amount of 

443 compensation a members member of the police force shall be paid such compensation as shall be determined by the 

444 Town Council. is paid.

445 (b) Each member of the police force shall have has police powers and powers. Each member of the police force 

446 shall be conservators is a conservator of the peace throughout The the Town of Greenwood, and they Greenwood and shall 

447 suppress all acts of violence and enforce all laws relating to the safety of persons and property. They Each member of the 

448 police force shall compel the enforcement of all laws enacted by the Town Council of The Town of Greenwood. Council. 

449 In the case of a pursuit of an offender, the power and authority of the police force shall extend extends outside the territorial 

450 limitations of The Town of Greenwood. 

451 (c) [Repealed] (1) The Mayor shall appoint the Chief of Police by and with the advice and consent of a majority of 

452 all the elected members of the Town Council and at the compensation that the Town Council determines. 

453 (2) The Town Council may hire the Chief of Police under the terms of an employment contract. 

454 (3) Subject to the oversight of the Town Council, the Chief of Police has authority over all police department 

455 personnel matters, including the dismissal, demotion, or discipline of police department employees under Chapter 92 of 

456 Title 11 and corresponding provisions of law. 

457 (4) The Town Council may not dismiss, demote, or otherwise remove the Chief of Police from office without 

458 a finding of just cause at a hearing held under Chapter 93 of Title 11 and complying with corresponding provisions of 

459 law. 

460 (5) The Town Council may elect to not renew a Chief of Police’s employment contract without a finding of 

461 just cause or a hearing held under Chapter 93 of Title 11.  
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462 (e) It shall be the duty of the The police force to shall suppress riotous, disorderly disorderly, or turbulent 

463 assemblages of persons in the streets of the Town or the noisy conduct of any a person in the same, in the streets of the 

464 Town. and upon Upon the view of the above or upon view conduct prohibited under this subsection or of the violation of 

465 any an ordinance of the Town relating to peace and good order thereof, of the Town, the police force shall have has the 

466 right and power to arrest without warrant.

467 Section 11. Amend Section 25 of the Charter of Greenwood by making deletions as shown by strike through and 

468 insertions as shown by underline as follows:

469 Assessment Of Taxes

470 Section 25.

471 The (a)(1) No less than 90 days before the beginning of a new fiscal year, the Tax Assessor shall, prior to ninety 

472 (90) days prior to the beginning of the next fiscal year, shall make a just, true true, and impartial annual valuation of all real 

473 property and improvements located thereon within The Town of Greenwood. All The Tax Assessor shall describe all real 

474 estate shall be described with sufficient particularity to be identified. 

475 (2) Real estate The Tax Assessor shall be assessed assess real estate to the owner or owners if he or they be 

476 each owner of the real estate, if known. If the owner or owners of real estate cannot be found or ascertained, it the Tax 

477 Assessor shall be assessed assess the real estate to “Owner Unknown." A mistake in the name of the owner or owners 

478 or a wrong name or an assessment to "Owner Unknown," shall does not affect the validity of the assessment of any a 

479 municipal tax or assessment based thereon; provided, however, assessment, but the assessment shall must specify the 

480 last record owner or owners thereof as the same shall of the real estate as appear from in the records in the Office of the 

481 Recorder of Deeds, in and for Sussex County. 

482 (b) The Tax Assessor shall also make a personal assessment of all male and female citizens each citizen of the 

483 Town above the age of eighteen (18) years, whether an owner of real estate or not; said who is 18 years or older, including 

484 citizens who own real estate and citizens that do not. The Town Council shall determine the personal assessment shall be 

485 determined by the Town Council and certified certify the amount of the personal assessment to the Tax Assessor. Said The 

486 personal assessment or per capita tax shall be is in addition to the assessment levied on real estate owned or assessed by any 

487 person or persons whomsoever. assessed.

488 (a) The (c) No fewer than 90 days prior to the beginning of a new fiscal year, the Tax Assessor, after making such 

489 annual assessment, shall, at least ninety (90) days prior to the end of the fiscal year, Assessor shall deliver a list containing 

490 the names of all persons assessed and the amount of assessment against each to the Town Council of The Town of 
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491 Greenwood a list containing the names of all persons assessed and the amount of assessment against each. He Council. The 

492 Tax Assessor shall also deliver at such that time as many copies of said the list as the Town Council shall direct. directs.

493 (d)(1) The Town Manager shall annually provide the Town Council with a list of each charge, cost, or other 

494 assessment owed to the Town before the posting of the annual assessment list under subsection (g) of this section. The list 

495 of charges must include all of the following:

496 a. Sidewalk assessments.

497 b. Waterline assessments.

498 c. Water service charges.

499 d. Weed and grass cutting bills.

500 e. Sanitary sewer service charges.

501 f. Trash collection bills.

502 g. Past due electric charges.

503 h. Costs for demolition or repair of a building or structure in accordance with governing town ordinances.

504 i. Costs the Town incurred to remediate a code violation and bring a property into compliance with the 

505 Town Code.

506 j. Interest, not to exceed the monthly rate of 1.5%, on delinquent amounts owed to the Town.

507 k. The amount of an unpaid penalty imposed by a court for violation of a municipal ordinance. 

508 l. Business license and rental license fees.

509 (2) When adopted by resolution of the Mayor and Council, the amounts on the list under paragraph (d)(1) of 

510 this section are incorporated into the annual assessment list posted under subsection (g) of this section and are treated 

511 and considered the same as taxes and collected in the same manner as taxes.

512 (b) (e) The annual assessment shall must distinguish the real and personal assessment of each person and shall 

513 must also be arranged so that the land, the improvements thereon, and the per capita assessment shall appear in separate 

514 columns or spaces. In making this assessment, the Tax Assessor shall make its valuation accordingly. 

515 (c) (f) The Town Council shall assess the real property of the Tax Assessor shall be assessed by the Town Council 

516 of The Town of Greenwood. Assessor. 

517 (d) (g)(1) Immediately upon receiving the annual assessment list from the Tax Assessor, Assessor and adopting a 

518 resolution incorporating the additions to tax bills into the annual assessment list, the Town Council of The Town of 

519 Greenwood shall cause shall post a full and complete copy of the same, annual assessment list containing the amount 

520 assessed to each taxable to be hung in a public place in The Town of Greenwood and there it shall remain Town. The 
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521 annual assessment list must remain posted for a period of at least ten (10) no less than 10 days for the information or an 

522 examination by all concerned. Appended thereto 

523 (2) No less than 10 days before the next regular meeting of the Town Council, a notice advertising that the 

524 Town Council will hold a court of appeals at the next regular meeting of the Town Council must be posted with the 

525 annual assessment list posted under paragraph (g)(1) of this section and also in five (5) 5 or more public places in said 

526 Town shall be posted notices advertising to all concerned that, upon a certain in the Town of Greenwood. The notice 

527 must include all of the following: day mentioned therein and not earlier than ten (10) days after the date of posting of 

528 the true and correct copy of the annual assessment list and notices, at the next regular meeting of the Town Council, the 

529 Town Council will hold a court of appeals at which time and place they shall 

530 a. The date of the next regular meeting of the Town Council.

531 b. That the Town Council will hear appeals from the said annual assessment. 

532 (3) The decision of the Town Council sitting as the Board of Appeals shall be is final and conclusive and said 

533 the Town Council shall revise and complete said the assessment at this sitting. No

534 (4) A member of the Town Council shall may not sit upon his the member’s own appeal but the same shall be 

535 heard and determined by the other Councilmen. other members of the Town Council shall hear and determine the 

536 member’s appeal.

537 (e) (h) The Tax Assessor shall be present on the day fixed for hearing appeals and shall furnish to the Town 

538 Council such the information and answer such the questions as the Town council may require in respect to any assessment 

539 for which an appeal has been taken. The Town Council shall have has the authority to enforce the attendance of the Tax 

540 Assessor by appropriate process.

541 Section 12. Amend Section 26 of the Charter of Greenwood by making deletions as shown by strike through and 

542 insertions as shown by underline as follows:

543 Levy Of Annual Taxes

544 Section 26.

545 (a) At the first regular meeting in the last month of the fiscal year, after having revised and completed the 

546 assessment, the Town Council shall determine, in its best judgment and knowledge, the total amount necessary to be raised 

547 by the Town that the Town must raise to meet the fixed and anticipated expenses and obligations of the Town, including 

548 reasonable and appropriate reserves, for the then current fiscal year as set forth in under the Town Budget for such the year 

549 plus a reasonable amount to cover anticipated expenses and emergencies. In addition to all powers otherwise delegated to 

550 the Town Tax Collector under this Charter, the Town Tax Collector shall have all of the same powers, remedies and 
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551 authority, including the monition procedure, as conferred upon the Receiver of Taxes for Sussex County under 9 Del.C., 

552 Chapter 87, as the same may from time to time hereafter be amended, or in accordance with any future corresponding 

553 provision of law. In exercising such powers, remedies and authority, the Town Tax Collector and the Superior Court shall 

554 follow the same procedures as applicable to the Receiver of Taxes under 9 Del.C., Chapter 87.

555 (b) The After complying with subsection (a) of this section, the Town Council should then proceed to shall 

556 determine, in its sole discretion, from which sources of the Town’s authorized revenues of the Town the amount so 

557 determined by them shall the Town determines will be raised and, within the limits prescribed by this Charter with respect 

558 to any such the source, the amount to be raised from each such source. They shall then proceed to determine, assess, fix 

559 and/or levy as follows: At the first regular meeting in the last month of the fiscal year, the Town Council shall adopt a 

560 resolution approving the final assessment list, including additions to tax bills adopted by the Town Council under Section 

561 25(d) of this Charter, and establishing the rates to assess and levy any of the following:  

562 (1) The rate of tax on real estate including improvements thereon per One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) $100 of 

563 the assessed value; and/or value.

564 (2) The amount of personal or per capita tax upon each citizen of the Town over the age of eighteen (18) 

565 years; and/or who is 18 years or older.

566 (3) The rate of tax upon all poles, each pole, construction, erections, wires, and appliances erection, wire, or 

567 appliance more particularly mentioned, or intended so to be mentioned in Section 29 of this Charter as amended; 

568 and/or Charter.

569 (4) The several license fees to be charged for carrying on or conducting of the several businesses, professions 

570 professions, or occupations more particularly mentioned or intended so to be mentioned in Section 29 of this Charter, 

571 as amended; and/or Charter.

572 (5) The several rates to be charged for furnishing water service, sewer service, electric service, gas service, 

573 and front footage assessment; and/or assessment.

574 (6) The fees or rates fee or rate to be charged in respect to any other another authorized source of revenue 

575 sufficient in their the Town Council’s judgment and estimation to realize the amount to be raised from each such 

576 source determined by them the Town Council to be used as aforesaid; provided, however, that sources (4), (5) (5) and 

577 (6) aforementioned in paragraphs (b)(4) through (6) of this section may be determined, fixed, assessed, levied and/or 

578 levied, or altered or changed upon other than a fiscal year basis and at any regular or special meeting of the Town 

579 Council as the Town Council, in its proper discretion, shall determine. 
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580 (c) Immediately after the last regular meeting prior to before the end of the fiscal year of each and every year, the 

581 Town Council shall make, or cause to be made, a full, true and correct Annual Tax List showing the amount of tax levied 

582 against each taxable thereon from sources (1), (2) and in paragraphs (b)(1) through (3) above‑mentioned. of this section, 

583 along with additions to tax bills incorporated into the annual assessment list by the Town Council under Section 25 of this 

584 Charter. This list shall be known as is the Annual Tax List of The Town of Greenwood. In addition to the information 

585 contained in the assessment list, it shall must also contain information as to the rate of tax upon real estate for each One 

586 Hundred Dollars ($100.00) $100 of assessed valuation thereof. 

587 Section 13. Amend Section 27 of the Charter of Greenwood by making deletions as shown by strike through and 

588 insertions as shown by underline as follows:

589 Collection Of Annual Taxes

590 Section 27.

591 (a) The Tax Collector, as soon as the Town Council shall have placed in his hands a duplicate Annual Tax List, 

592 shall proceed at once to collect the taxes on said duplicate list. shall proceed to collect those amounts identified on the 

593 Annual Tax List as soon as possible following the receipt of the Annual Tax List. In addition to all powers otherwise 

594 delegated to the Town Tax Collector under this Charter, the Town Tax Collector shall have all of has the same powers, 

595 remedies remedies, and authority, including the monition procedure, as conferred upon the Receiver of Taxes for Sussex 

596 County under 9 Del.C., Chapter 87, Chapter 87 of Title 9 as the same may from time to time hereafter be amended, or in 

597 accordance with any future corresponding provision of law. In exercising such the powers, remedies remedies, and 

598 authority, authority under this subsection, the Town Tax Collector and the Superior Court shall follow the same procedures 

599 as applicable to the Receiver of Taxes under 9 Del.C., Chapter 87. Chapter 87 of Title 9.

600 (b) All taxes so A tax laid or imposed by The the Town of Greenwood in such the Annual Tax List shall be and 

601 constitute List, including any additions to tax bills adopted by the Town Council under Section 25 of this Charter, is a lien 

602 upon all the real estate of the taxable for a period of ten (10) 10 years against or upon whom such taxes are the tax is laid or 

603 imposed, of which such the taxable was seized or possessed at any time after such taxes shall have been the tax was levied 

604 and imposed that is situate situated within The the Town of Greenwood. Greenwood. But, if the real estate remains the 

605 property of the person or entity that was the owner at the time the property was assessed, the lien continues until the tax is 

606 collected. Such A lien under this subsection shall have has preference and priority to all other liens on such the real estate, 

607 as aforesaid, created or suffered by the said taxable, although such the lien or liens be is of a time and date prior to the time 

608 of the attaching of such the lien for taxes.
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609 (c) All taxes, when and as collected by the Tax Collector, shall must be paid to The Town of Greenwood, and all 

610 taxes shall be are due and payable at and from the time of the delivery of the Annual Tax List to the Town Manager.

611 (d) All taxes shall be are payable at the Office of the Tax Collector during the regular business hours of that 

612 Office.

613 (e) On all taxes paid after thirty (30) days following the delivery of the duplicate Annual Tax List to the Tax 

614 Collector there shall be added a penalty of Five Percent (5%) for each month or fraction thereof such taxes shall remain 

615 unpaid and said penalty shall be collected in the same manner as the original amount of the tax. (1) An amount on the 

616 Annual Tax List that has not been paid within 60 days of the mailing of the tax bill is considered delinquent and accrues 

617 interest for each month or fraction thereof that the amount remains unpaid at a monthly interest rate of 1.5%. The Town 

618 Council shall have the power to may make just allowances for delinquencies in the collection of taxes. All taxes unpaid 

619 after May 31 of each year shall be considered delinquent. In effecting a collection of delinquent tax, the Town Council may 

620 impose a collection charge not to exceed eighteen percent (18%) of the amount of the tax and any penalty imposed thereon. 

621 (2) In addition to the interest under paragraph (e)(1) of this section, the Town Council may also impose a 

622 collection charge reasonably calculated to recover the costs of collection, including court costs, sale costs, reasonable 

623 and necessary out-of-pocket expenses, filing fees, and reasonable attorney fees that the Town incurs in the collection 

624 proceedings. Interest and collection charges may be collected in the same manner as the amounts identified on the 

625 Annual Tax List, including through the use of the monition procedure.

626 (f) At the annual meeting of the Town Council of each year, the Tax Collector shall account to the Town Council 

627 for all taxes and sewer rentals collected by him during the year and shall be year. The Tax Collector is liable on his the Tax 

628 Collector’s bond for failure to account for any uncollected taxes or sewer rentals unless he the Tax Collector can show to 

629 the satisfaction of the Town Council that all remedies permitted for the collection of said taxes were pursued without result 

630 or, if not pursued, the remedies would have been without avail.

631 (g) The Tax Collector, when any tax has become delinquent, may, in the name of The Town of Greenwood, 

632 institute suit before any Justice of the Peace or in the Court of Common Pleas of the State of Delaware, in and for Sussex 

633 County, or in the Superior Court of the State of Delaware, in and for Sussex County, for the recovery of the unpaid tax in 

634 an action of debt, and upon judgment obtained, may sue out writs of execution as in case of other judgments recovered 

635 before a Justice of the Peace or in the Court of Common Pleas, or in the Superior Court, as the case may be.

636 (h) However, should the Tax Collector so elect, he is empowered to sell the lands and tenements of the delinquent 

637 taxpayer or the lands and tenements of a delinquent taxpayer alienated subsequent to the levy of the tax by the following 

638 procedure at the direction of the Town Council:



Page 23 of 33
LC : DIG : CM
5971500229

Released: 12/16/2019  10:28 AM

639 (1) The Tax Collector shall present in the name of The Town of Greenwood to the Superior Court of the State 

640 of Delaware in and for Sussex County, a petition in which shall be stated:

641 (A) The name of the taxable;

642 (B) The year for which the tax was levied;

643 (C) The rate of tax;

644 (D) The total amount due;

645 (E) The date from which interest and the penalty for nonpayment shall commence and the rate of such 

646 interest and penalty and any collection charge permitted;

647 (F) A reasonable, precise description of the lands and tenements proposed to be sold;

648 (G) A statement that the bill of said tax has been mailed to the taxable at his last known post office 

649 address with return receipt requested by certified mail and postage prepaid.

650 (H) That it has been found impartial to attempt to collect the said tax by any other remedy herein before 

651 provided. The petition shall be signed by the Secretary of Town Council and shall be verified before a Notary 

652 Public.

653 (2) At least ten (10) days prior to the filing of any such petition as described herein, the Secretary of Town 

654 Council shall deposit in the mail in a sealed and stamped envelope and addressed to the taxable at his last known 

655 address, requiring a registered receipt returnable, an itemized statement of the tax due, together with all interest, 

656 penalties, collection charges, and costs then due thereon, together with a notice to the delinquent taxpayer that he shall 

657 proceed to sell the lands and tenements of the taxpayer for the payment of the tax. The Secretary of Town Council shall 

658 exhibit the return registry receipt to the Court by filing the same with the petition; provided, however, that if the 

659 taxpayer cannot be found, it shall be sufficient for the Secretary of Town Council to file with said petition the evidence 

660 that such statement has been mailed in accordance with this Subsection and has been returned.

661 (3) Upon the filing of the petition, the Prothonotary shall record the same in a properly indexed record of the 

662 Superior Court, in and for Sussex County, and shall endorse upon the said record of said petition the following: "This 

663 petition, filed the day of, A.D., and the Secretary of the Town Council of The Town of Greenwood is hereby 

664 authorized to proceed to sell the lands and tenements herein mentioned or a sufficient part thereof as may be necessary 

665 for the payment of the amount due." This endorsement shall be signed by the Prothonotary.

666 (4) Any sale of lands and tenements of a delinquent taxpayer shall be advertised in five (5) public places in 

667 The Town of Greenwood, one of said public places shall be the Town Office and by printing the notice of said sale at 

668 least one (1) time in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town. The notice shall contain the day, hour, place of 
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669 sale and a short description of the premises sufficient to identify the same. The handbills shall be posted at least ten 

670 (10) days before the day fixed for the sale and the newspaper advertisement shall be published at least one (1) week 

671 before the day of the sale.

672 (5) Each sale of lands and tenements shall be returned to the Superior Court of the State of Delaware, in and 

673 for Sussex County, at the next term thereof following the sale, and the Court shall inquire into the circumstances and 

674 either approve or set aside the sale. If the sale be approved, the Tax Collector making the sale shall make a deed to the 

675 purchaser which shall convey the right, title and interest of the delinquent taxpayer or his alienee; if the sale be set 

676 aside, the Superior Court may order another sale and so on until the tax be collected. The petition, return and deed shall 

677 be presumptive evidence of the regularity of the proceeding.

678 (6) No sale shall be approved by the Superior Court if the owner be ready at court to pay the taxes, penalty, 

679 collection fees and costs. No deed shall be made until the expiration of one (1) year from the date of the sale within 

680 which time the owner, his heirs, executors, or assigns, shall have the power to redeem the lands on payment to the 

681 purchaser, his personal representatives or assigns, the costs, the amount of the purchase price, and twenty percent 

682 (20%) interest thereon and the expense of having the deed prepared.

683 (7) After satisfying the tax due and the costs of expense of sale from the proceeds of sale, the amount 

684 remaining shall be paid to the owner of the land. Upon the refusal of the said owner to accept said residue, or if the 

685 owner is unknown or cannot be found, the amount remaining shall be deposited in some bank in The Town of 

686 Greenwood, either to the credit of the owner or in a manner in which the fund may be identified.

687 (8) In the sale of lands for the payment of delinquent taxes, the following costs shall be allowed to be 

688 deducted from the proceeds of the sale or chargeable against the owner, as the case may be:

689 (A) To the Prothonotary for filing and recording the petition, Five Dollars ($5.00);

690 (B) For filing and recording the return of sale, Five Dollars ($5.00);

691 (C) To the Tax Collector for preparing the Certificate, Twenty-five Cents ($.25); for making the sale of 

692 lands, Two Dollars ($2.00); for preparing and filing a return, One Dollar and Fifty Cents ($1.50); for posting sale 

693 bills, One Dollar ($1.00). In addition, the costs of printing handbills, the publication of the advertisement of sale in 

694 a newspaper, and the auctioneer's fee shall be chargeable as costs. The costs of the deed shall not be chargeable as 

695 costs, but shall be paid by the purchaser of the property of the delinquent taxpayer. The total of any Delaware 

696 transfer tax shall be paid by the purchaser of said lands at the tax sale.

697 (9) If the owner of any lands and tenements against which a tax shall be levied and assessed shall be

698 unknown, this fact shall be stated in the advertisement of sale.
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699 (10) If any person is assessed for several parcels of land and tenements in the same assessment in The Town 

700 of Greenwood, the total of said taxes may be collected from the sale of any part or portion of said lands and tenements, 

701 provided that the land alienated by the delinquent taxpayer shall not be sold until other property of the taxpayer shall 

702 have been disposed of and there still remains a delinquency.

703 (11) In the event of death, resignation or removal from office of the Tax Collector of The Town of Greenwood 

704 before the proceedings for the sale of lands shall have been completed, his successor in office shall succeed to all of his 

705 powers, rights and duties in respect to said sale. In the event of the death of the purchaser of said sale prior to his 

706 receiving a deed for the property purchased thereat, the person having right under him by consent, devise, assignment 

707 or otherwise, may refer to the Superior Court of the State of Delaware, in and for Sussex County, a petition 

708 representing the facts and praying for an order authorizing and requiring the Tax Collector to execute and acknowledge 

709 a deed conveying to the petitioner the premises so sold or a just portion thereof; and thereupon the court may make 

710 such order touching the conveyance of the premises as shall be according to justice and equity.

711 (12) The Tax Collector shall have the same right to require the aid or assistance of any person or persons in 

712 the performance of his duty of sale which the Sheriff of Sussex County now has by law or may hereafter have.

713 Section 14. Amend Section 29 of the Charter of Greenwood by making deletions as shown by strike through and 

714 insertions as shown by underline as follows:

715 Enumeration Of Powers

716 Section 29.

717 (a) Not by way of limitation upon the power vested in the Town Council of The the Town of Greenwood to 

718 exercise all powers delegated by this Charter to the municipal corporation or to the Town Council except as may expressly 

719 appear herein to the contrary, but, rather by way of enumeration and for purposes of clarity, the Town Council is vested by 

720 the Charter with the following powers, to be exercised by the Town Council in the interest of good government and the 

721 safety, health health, and public welfare of the Town, its inhabitants and affairs, that is to say: as follows:

722 (6) To regulate or control the observance of the Sabbath Day. [Reserved].

723 (12) To provide an ample supply of pure water for the Town and its inhabitants and and, to this end end, to 

724 acquire, lease, erect, construct, maintain, operate, extend, enlarge, renew, replace, control control, and dispose of wells, 

725 reservoirs, pumps, machines, stations, tanks, standpipes, water mains, fire hydrants hydrants, and all other equipment, 

726 property property, or rights used in or about the collection, storage, purification, conveyance, or distribution or sale of 

727 water; to regulate and prescribe for what public or private purposes the water furnished by The the Town of 

728 Greenwood may be used, the manner of its use, the amounts to be paid by the users thereof, users, the means whereby 
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729 such the amounts shall be are collected and the fines or penalties, or both, for delinquent accounts or for any willful or 

730 negligent injury, or damage to or interference with the water system or the equipment of the Town; to furnish or refuse 

731 to furnish water from the Town system to places and properties outside the Town limits; and to contract for and 

732 purchase water and distribute the same to users within or without the Town with the same full powers as though such 

733 the water had been initially reduced to usefulness by the municipality itself.

734 (13) To provide, construct, extend, maintain, manage manage, and control a sewer system and/or or a sewage 

735 treatment and disposal plant and facilities facility, for the health, sanitation sanitation, and convenience of the 

736 inhabitants of the Town; to regulate and prescribe for what private or public uses or purposes the system may be used, 

737 the manner of its use, the amounts to be paid by the users thereof, users, the means whereby such amounts shall be are 

738 collected and the fines or penalties or both, for any delinquent accounts or for any willful or negligent injury or damage 

739 to, or interference with, the said system, plan plan, or facilities. To facility; or to furnish or refuse to furnish sewer 

740 disposal service from the Town system to places and properties outside the Town limits. In the interest of the public's 

741 health, to compel any and all properties in the Town to be connected to the sewer system of the Town; and to contract 

742 for and purchase sewer disposal service and to resell the same service to users within or without the Town with the 

743 same full powers as though such service had been initially provided by the facilities therefor of the Town itself.

744 Section 15. Amend the Charter of Greenwood by repealing Section 30 in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof 

745 the insertions as shown by underline as follows:

746 Streets

747 Section 30.

748 (a) Power to Lay Out, Locate, Open, Widen, Alter, Close, Vacate, or Abandon. The Town Council has the power 

749 and authority to lay out, locate, and open a new street or alley, or to widen or alter all or parts of an existing street or alley, 

750 and to close, vacate, or abandon all or part of an existing or proposed street or alley, whenever the Town Council deems it 

751 in the best interest of the Town.

752 (b) Initiation of Proceedings. The procedures under this Charter to lay out, locate, open, widen, alter, close, vacate, 

753 or abandon a street or alley in the Town of Greenwood may be commenced by resolution of the Town Council.

754 (c) Resolution Proposing Change: Notice; Hearing. A resolution under this section must contain a description of 

755 the proposed change and must fix a time, date, and place when the Town Council shall sit to hear comments and objections 

756 concerning the proposal. At least 14 days before the date set for the public hearing, the Town Council shall print the 

757 resolution in a newspaper having a general circulation in the Town of Greenwood and post the resolution in 5 public places 

758 in the Town.
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759 (d) Notice to Affected Property Owners. The Town Council shall send notice of the resolution, by certified mail, 

760 return receipt requested, to each owner of record of the real estate through, over, or abutting where the street or alley may 

761 run. Notice to 1 co-owner is effective as to all. If the address of the owner is unknown, a copy must be delivered to a person 

762 occupying the premises or, if none, posted thereon. Notice to an affected property owner under this subsection must be 

763 provided at least 14 days before the date set for the public hearing.

764 (e) Hearing and Resolution. At the time and place in the resolution, the Town Council shall hear the residents or 

765 taxables of the Town or owners of the property affected thereby, who attend the hearing. After hearing all comments, the 

766 Town Council may, at the meeting, or at a subsequent date, adopt a resolution to proceed with, or abandon, the change 

767 proposed in the resolution. Within 5 days of adopting the resolution under this subsection, the Town Council shall provide a 

768 copy of the resolution to all affected property owners in the same manner as the notice provided under subsection (d) of this 

769 section. Failure to provide the notice required under this subsection does not invalidate the resolution adopted by the Town 

770 Council.

771 (f) Payment of Compensation; Acquisition of Title.

772 (1) Taken Land. When the Town Council determines to proceed with the opening of a new street or alley, or 

773 the widening of an existing street or alley, the Town may acquire title to the lands necessary by negotiation and 

774 purchase or by condemnation under the procedure in Chapter 61 of Title 10. 

775 (2) Closed, Vacated, or Abandoned Street or Alley. When the Town Council determines to proceed with the 

776 closing, vacating, or abandoning of an existing street or alley, or a part thereof, no compensation may be paid to a 

777 property owner unless the closing, vacating, or abandoning deprives a property of all reasonable vehicular access 

778 directly between a public street or public alley and an existing garage, carport, or improved off-street parking area 

779 located on the property so that the property owner effectively loses the use of the garage, carport, or parking area for 

780 off-street parking or temporary storage of motor vehicles. A property owner who claims the deprivation of the use of a 

781 garage, carport, or parking area under this paragraph (f)(2) of this section must notify the Town in writing of the claim 

782 within 15 days of the resolution adopted under subsection (e) of this section. Upon receipt of such notice, the Town 

783 Council shall proceed to pay compensation for the damages in the same manner as under paragraph (f)(1) of this 

784 section.

785 (3) Disposal of Abandoned and Vacated Street Lands. When the Town owns the land included in a part of a 

786 street or alley vacated or abandoned under this section, the Town Council may sell the land at a public or private sale 

787 for the consideration the Town Council deems proper after first offering the land to the owners of property abutting on 



Page 28 of 33
LC : DIG : CM
5971500229

Released: 12/16/2019  10:28 AM

788 each side of the land. The Town Council has the right and power to convey to the purchaser of the land a good and 

789 sufficient title of the land for whatever estate the Town may have therein.

790 (4) "Street" Defined. For the purposes of this section, the term “street” means the entire right-of-way, 

791 whether or not improved, including a sidewalk, curb, lane, alley, roadway, street, or other highway owned by, titled in 

792 the name of, or under the jurisdiction and control of the Town. “Street” does not include a road, street, highway, or 

793 other public way under the jurisdiction and control of the Department of Transportation.

794 (g) The Town Council has the full power and authority to re-grade, re-surface, redress, and otherwise repair and 

795 rebuild an existing street, lane, alley, and other public thoroughfare in the Town, and to construct, build, pave, and in any 

796 manner improve a new or existing street, lane, alley, and other public thoroughfare now open or to be opened for public use 

797 in the Town. The Town Council may employ a contractor, engineer, inspector, or others necessary to do the work under this 

798 subsection. The Town Council has full power and authority to enter into a contract or agreements with the Department of 

799 Transportation for the construction or permanent or temporary maintenance, repair, or up-keep of a street, lane, alley, 

800 highway, or other public thoroughfare within the Town limits.

801 Section 16. Amend Section 31 of the Charter of Greenwood by making deletions as shown by strike through and 

802 insertions as shown by underline as follows:

803 Curbing And Paving

804 Section 31.

805 (a) The Town Council shall have has the power to do all of the following in the Town:

806 cause to be paved or repaved the sidewalks of said Town, or any part or portion thereof, to cause to be repaired or 

807 relayed existing curbs or gutters, or both, or any part or portion thereof, or to cause to be laid, installed or constructed new 

808 curbs or gutters, or both, or any part or portion thereof or to cause to be paved or repaved the streets of said Town, or any 

809 part or portion thereof, with such material or materials and such width or size and subject to such specifications as the 

810 Town Council shall determine. 

811 (1) Pave or repave a sidewalk.

812 (2) Repair or relay an existing curb or gutter.

813 (3) Install a new sidewalk, curb, or gutter.

814 (4) Pave or repave a street.

815 (b) Curbing and paving under subsection (a) of this section may be done to any part or portion of a sidewalk, curb, 

816 gutter, or street, and the Town Council shall determine the specifications of the curbing and paving, including the material 

817 used and the width or size of the sidewalk, curb, gutter, or street.
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818 Section 17. Amend Section 32 of the Charter of Greenwood by making deletions as shown by strike through and 

819 insertions as shown by underline as follows:

820 Power To Borrow Money And Issue Bonds

821 Section 32.

822 (a) The Except as permitted under subsection (c) of this section, the Town Council may borrow money and issue 

823 bonds or certificates of indebtedness to secure the repayment thereof on the faith and credit of The Town of Greenwood to 

824 provide funds for the only any of the following:

825 (1) The erection, extension, enlargement, purchase purchase, or the repair of any a plant, machinery, 

826 appliances, appliance, or equipment for the supply, supply or the manufacture and distribution of electricity or gas for 

827 light, heat or power purposes; for the gas.

828 (2) furnishing of Furnishing water to the public, for the public.

829 (3) The construction, repair repair, and improvements of highways, streets a highway, street, or lanes lane, or 

830 the paving, curbing curbing, or erection of gutters and curbs a gutter or curb along the same; for the same.

831 (4) purchase of Purchasing real estate for any a municipal purpose; for the purpose.

832 (5) The construction or repair of sewage disposal equipment; equipment.

833 (6) Erecting, enlarging, repairing, or replacing any municipal building including a town hall, a police 

834 department building, a municipal warehouse, or any other building that is situated or will be situated, on property 

835 owned by the Town. 

836 (7) Condemning or purchasing land, an easement, or a right-of-way which may be required for action taken 

837 under paragraph (a)(6) of this section. or to 

838 (8) To defray the cost or the share of the Town of the costs cost of any a permanent municipal improvements; 

839 provided, however, that the improvement. 

840 (9) Erecting, enlarging, repairing, or replacing public recreational facilities.

841 (b) Except as permitted under subsection (c) of this section, to authorize the borrowing of money therefor shall 

842 have been authorized for the Town Council in the manner following: under subsection (a) of this section, the Town Council 

843 must do all of the following: 

844 (1) The Town Council by Resolution shall propose Propose, by resolution, to the residents and property 

845 owners of the Town that the Town Council proposes to borrow a certain sum of money for any of the purposes above 

846 stated. a purpose under subsection (a) of this section. The Resolution shall resolution must state all of the following:

847 a. The date, time, and location for a public hearing to receive public comment on the borrowing. the
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848 b. The amount of money desired to be borrowed, the borrowed.

849 d. The purpose for which it is desired, the money will be borrowed.

850 e. The manner of securing the same, and state money.

851 f. all All other pertinent facts relating to the loan which are deemed pertinent by the Town Council and in 

852 their possession of the Town Council at the time and place for a hearing on the said Resolution. of the adoption of 

853 the resolution.

854 (2) Notice of the time and place of the hearing on the Resolution resolution authorizing said the loan shall 

855 must be printed in a newspaper having a general circulation in the Town or distributed in circular from at least one 1 

856 week before the time set for the public hearing. 

857 (3) Following the public hearing, the Town Council must pass a second Resolution shall then be passed by the 

858 Town Council resolution ordering a Special Election special election to be held not less than thirty (30) 30 days nor 

859 more than sixty (60) 60 days after the said public hearing to borrow the same money, under paragraph (b)(1)a. of this 

860 section. the said Special Election to be The special election is for the purpose of voting for or against the proposed 

861 loan. The passing of the second Resolution resolution calling a Special Election shall special election is, ipso facto be 

862 considered facto, the determination of the Town Council to proceed with the matter in issue. 

863 (4) The notice of the time and place of holding the said Special Election shall special election must be printed 

864 in two (2) 2 issues of a newspaper having a general circulation in The Town of Greenwood within thirty (30) 30 days 

865 prior to before the said Special Election special election or distributed in circular form at least fifteen (15) 15 days prior 

866 to before the Special Election, special election, or both, at the discretion of the Town Council. 

867 (5) At the said Special Election, every citizen of The Town of Greenwood shall have one (1) vote and, in 

868 addition, every partnership or corporation owning property within the corporate limits of The Town of Greenwood 

869 shall also have one (1) vote and the said votes may be cast either in person or by proxy.  

870 a.  The following persons are entitled to 1 vote in a special election under this section:

871 1. An individual who is qualified to vote under Section 7(g).

872 2. An individual or legal entity owning record title to real property in the Town.

873 b. Paragraph (b)(5) of this section must be construed with the principle of “1 person, 1 vote”. If a voter is 

874 entitled to vote by virtue of both residence and ownership of property or is entitled to vote by ownership of 2 or 

875 more parcels of real property, that voter is entitled to only 1 vote.

876 c. An individual or a legal entity entitled to vote under paragraph (b)(5) of this section may cast a vote by 

877 a duly executed and acknowledged power of attorney and the power of attorney constitutes conclusive evidence of 
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878 the right of the individual to vote in the special election on behalf of the legal entity or individual granting the 

879 power if the power of attorney is filed as follows:

880 1. The power of attorney must be surrendered to the Board of Special Elections.

881 2. The Board of Special Elections must file the power of attorney in the Office of the Town Manager. 

882  (6) The Town Council shall cause to be prepared, printed printed, and have available for distribution a 

883 sufficient number of ballots not less than five (5) 5 days prior to the said Special Election. special election. The Special 

884 Election special election may, at the discretion of the Town Council, be conducted by the use of voting machines or by 

885 paper ballot. The Mayor of The Town of Greenwood, by and with the advice and consent of the majority of the Town 

886 Council shall appoint three (3) 3 persons to act as a Board of Special Election. The individuals appointed to the Board 

887 of Special Elections may be the same individuals appointed under 7(f). The A polling places shall be opened from 

888 twelve o'clock noon, prevailing time, until five o'clock in the evening, prevailing time, place must be open for no less 

889 than 2 hours on the date set for the Special Election. special election. 

890 (c)(1) The Town Council may borrow money on the full faith and credit of the Town without approval of the 

891 voters and without regard to the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) of this this section if the sum borrowed does not 

892 exceed, in the aggregate, $100,000, for any municipal or public purpose when, in the opinion of at least 4 members of the 

893 Town Council elected, the needs of the Town require it. 

894 (2) The terms of any new borrowing under paragraph (c)(1) of this section made after [the effective date of 

895 this act] must require repayment in full within 15 years of the date of the borrowing. 

896 (3) A sum borrowed under paragraph (c)(1) of this section must be secured by a promissory note or other 

897 evidence of indebtedness of the Town Council duly authorized by resolution of the Town Council, signed by the 

898 Mayor, and attested by the Secretary of the Town Council with the town seal affixed. 

899 (4) A sum of money borrowed on the full faith and credit of the Town shall be paid from the general funds of 

900 the Town. 

901 (d)(1) After the borrowing of money has been approved under paragraph (b) or (c) of this section, the Town 

902 Council may publish a notice announcing all of the following information:

903 a. The Town Council has determined to borrow a certain sum of money and to issue bonds or certificates 

904 of indebtedness for this sum of money.

905 b. The borrowing has been approved and whether the approval was through a special election of the 

906 Town or a vote of Town Council.

907 c. The amount of money to be borrowed, which may be stated as a "not-to-exceed" amount.
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908 d. The purpose for which it is to be borrowed.

909 e. The security for the borrowing.

910 f. That a person desiring to challenge the authorization of this bond or certificate of indebtedness must 

911 bring an action within 60 days from the date of publication of this notice or forever be barred from doing so.

912 (2) The Town Council must publish the notice under paragraph (d)(1) of this section as follows:

913 a. Published no less than 1 time in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town.

914 b. Posted in at least 5 public places in the Town and in at least 1 place, viewable to the public, in the 

915 territory proposed to be annexed.

916 c. Be in bold print or bordered in black

917 (3) If the publication of the notice under paragraph (d)(2) of this section does not appear on the same date, the 

918 date of the first publication or posting controls.

919 (e) An action contesting a proceeding conducted, or action taken, by the Town Council regarding the authorization 

920 of a bond, promissory note, or certificate of indebtedness issued under this Section may not be brought more than 60 days 

921 after the publication of the notice under subsection (d) of this section.

SYNOPSIS

This Act revises the Charter of Greenwood as follows:
Section 1. Revises the procedures used by the Town to annex property.
Section 2. Authorizes the Town to cancel Town Council meetings and authorizes the use of electronic 

communication methods to notify council members of special meetings.
Section 3. Clarifies that a majority vote is needed for the Town Council to take action. Quorum is calculated based 

on a majority of all the sitting council members, exclusive of any vacant council seats.
Section 4. Clarifies that the Town documents its proceedings via meeting minutes.
Section 5. Sets $50,000 as the maximum contract amount that the Town can enter into without public bidding and 

clarifies the Town’s procedures for evaluating bids and awarding contracts.
Section 6. Specifies that the Mayor may vote on all matters, not just when there is a tie vote, revises the Mayor’s 

duties, and establishes procedures for appointing individuals to committees.
Section 7. Updates the duties of the Town Council Secretary.
Section 8. Revises the terms of employment for the Town Manager and other employees. This section clarifies that 

town employees, except for the town manager and police department employees, are at will employees that are hired for an 
indefinite employment term. This section also eliminates duties of the Town Manager that are obsolete and clarifies that the 
Town Manager does not have to serve as the Town Treasurer.

Section 9. Eliminates the need of the town solicitor to have an office in Sussex County.
Section 10. Revises the terms of employment for the Chief of Police, including the possibility of the Chief of 

Police having an employment contact.
Section 11. Updates the Town’s debt collection procedures to clarify the outstanding charges that can be added to 

tax bills and collected. This section also limits the maximum interest rate on delinquent amounts to 1.5% per month.
Section 12. Eliminates duplicate language and requires the Town Council to adopt a resolution approving the final 

assessment list, including all additions to tax bills. This section also clarifies that the annual tax list includes additions to tax 
bills incorporated into the annual assessment list.

Section 13. Authorizes the amount of outstanding debts to remain a lien against a property beyond the 10 year time 
limit if the property is still owned by the same owner against whom the charges were originally assessed. The section 
enlarges the time for paying taxes to 60 days and reduces the penalty for unpaid taxes to 1.5% per month.  This section also 
clarifies the collection costs that can be recovered by the Town and eliminates obsolete collection procedures.

Section 14. Eliminates the Town’s ability to regulate activities on the Sabbath Day and clarifies the Town’s ability 
to establish fines and penalties for outstanding water and sewer accounts.
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Section 15. Repeals existing procedures for opening and closing streets and enacts simpler procedures for the 
Town to follow.

Section 16. Clarifies the Town’s ability to install new sidewalks.
Section 17. Adds additional purposes for which the Town may borrow money and requires public hearing details 

to be included in a resolution proposing to borrow the money. This section also provides more detail on the procedures to 
follow when holding a special election to vote on the town borrowing money and creates procedures and authority for the 
Town to borrow up to $100,000 without going through the public hearing process. It also authorizes the Town to publish a 
notice of the borrowing that gives members of the public 60 days to challenge the borrowing.

This Act also makes technical corrections to conform existing law to the standards of the Delaware Legislative 
Drafting Manual.

Author: Senator Wilson


