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SPONSOR: Sen. Mantzavinos & Rep. Bush
Sens. Gay, Hansen, Hocker, Sokola, Walsh; Reps.
Baumbach, Briggs King, Osienski, Smyk

DELAWARE STATE SENATE
151st GENERAL ASSEMBLY

SENATE BILL NO. 246

AN ACT TO AMEND TITLE 18 AND TITLE 29 OF THE DELAWARE CODE RELATING TO INSPECTION OF
PUBLIC RECORDS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE:

Section 1. Amend Section 314, Title 18, of the Delaware Code by making deletions as shown by strike through
and insertions as shown by underline as follows:

§ 314. Records; inspection; destruction.

(a) The Commissioner shall carefully preserve in the Department and in permanent form all papers and records
relating to the business of the Department and shall hand the same over to the successor in office.

he The Commissioner

shall permit inspection of the papers, reeerds records, and filings in the Department by-personsfound-to-have-an-identified

and-proper-interest-therein. in accordance with this State’s Freedom of Information Act laws (Chapter 100 of Title 29).

(c) The Commissioner may destroy unneeded or obsolete records and filings in the Department in accordance
with provisions and procedures applicable to administrative agencies of this State in general.

(d) Nothing in this title shall prohibit the storage of documents and records by use of electronic means or media.

Section 2. Amend Section 10112, Title 29, of the Delaware Code by making deletions as shown by strike through
and insertions as shown by underline as follows:

@ Each agency shall make available promptly to the public upon request, for inspection, originals or legible

copies of its public records in accordance with the State’s Freedom of Information Act laws (Chapter 100 of Title 29). the
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SYNOPSIS

Delaware’s Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”) was intended to create a State-wide and generally applicable
standard for citizens’ access to public records and to further the accountability of government to the citizens of this State.
To ensure consistency in the processing of requests for public records, and to ensure the goals of FOIA are being realized,
this bill amends earlier-enacted provisions in the Delaware Insurance Code and Administrative Procedures Act related to
public inspection of State agency documents to incorporate by reference the requirements of the later-enacted FOIA statute.

Author: Senator Mantzavinos
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